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High School

Year 11 Revision Guide 2026

Within this booklet you will find information that will help you to prepare fully for each
subject. Details including exam dates/times, course structure, exam advice, advance
information and useful resources for revision are all included. Please see your subject
teacher if you need any further information.

ncluded subjects:
English Language
English Literature

Maths

Further Mathematics
Science

Geography

History
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Art, Design, Graphics, Textiles and Photography
Business Studies
Computer Science
Health and Social Care
Hospitality and Catering
Media

Religious Studies
Digital Information Systems
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Performing Arts (Drama)
Sport
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Specification: Edexcel English Language Edexcel GCSE English Language (2015) | Pearson

qualifications
Specification Code: 1ENO

Exam Dates:
Paper 1: Thursday 215t May 2026 am
Paper 2: Friday 5" June 2026 am

English Language Paper 1: Fiction and Imaginative Writing (1 hour 45-minute exam. 40% of
the total GCSE)

Section A: Reading

. Study and analyse selections from a range of prose fiction.
. The length of the 19th — century fiction will be approximately 650 words.

How to revise for this section of the exam:

. Use GCSE Bitesize- https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zgvgbfr

. Read extracts from 19th-century fiction. For example, ‘Oliver Twist’, ‘Frankenstein’,
‘Wuthering Heights'.

. Look on the internet for extracts to read.

. Think about the purpose of the extract — what is happening, how has the writer tried to
engage the reader?

. Q3 is for 6 marks. It will ask you how the writer uses language and structure to reveal
something in the text. For example: tension, changing mood, emotions.

. Q4 is for 15 marks. This question asks you to evaluate how successfully

. something has been achieved in the text. For example, tension.

. Use PECS and Spite.

Section B: Imaginative Writing

. The writing tasks are linked by a theme to the reading extract.

. One of the writing tasks will provide two images to help generate ideas.

For example:

. Write about a time when you or someone you know, tried to hide something. Look at the
images provided and write about a frightening experience.

. Make sure you know all the different language techniques you could use within your writing.

These include similes, metaphors, personification, interesting adjectives, repetition,
rhetorical question, personal voice, dialogue, alliteration, listing, colour imagery,
paragraphing for effect, adverbs, interesting punctuation.

. Focus on the structure of your writing- try to have a setting, dilemma, climax, resolution,
ending.
. Plan your response before you begin.

English Language Paper 2: Non-fiction and Transactional Writing (2 hour and 5 minutes
exam. 60% of the total GCSE)

Section A: Reading
. Study a range of 20th and 21st century non-fiction texts. (Including literary non-fiction)
. Two unseen non-fiction extracts. One of these texts will be literary non-fiction.


https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-language-2015.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zgvg6fr

. The word count across the two extracts will be approximately 1000 words. The minimum
length of an extract will be 300 words.

. Questions will be on Text 1, followed by Text 2. There will be a mixture of short and
extended responses on the extracts.

How to revise for this section of the exam:

. Use GCSE Bitesize- https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zgvgbfr

. Q3 asks you to analyse how language and structure are used within the text.

. Q6 asks you to evaluate how successfully something has been achieved in the extract. Use
PECS and SPITE.

. Q7a asks you to identify similarities between the two texts.

. Q7b asks you to compare how the two texts present their ideas and perspectives.

. Read non-fiction extracts online/read newspaper articles.

. Read non- fiction extracts online/ read newspaper articles.

. Q3 asks you to analyse how language and structure are used within the text.

. Q6 asks you to evaluate how successfully something has been achieved in the extract. Use
PECS and SPITE.

. Q7a asks you to identify similarities between the two texts.

Section B: Transactional Writing

. Writing tasks are linked by a theme to the reading extracts.

. It is possible for the same form (for example a letter, an article) to be present on both tasks
in the same paper but with a different focus/or audience.

For example:

Write a letter to MI6, applying for a position as an Intelligence Officer. In your letter you could:

. State why you are interested in the position

. Describe the experience and skills that make a good candidate

. Explain the difference you can make to your country As well as any other ideas you might
have.

Or

Write an article for a newspaper, exploring how technology can track our movements.
You could write about:

. The ways we are tracked, e.g. phones, computers, CCTV, supermarket scanners

. Who tracks us, e.g. the police, large businesses, the government

. What the benefits are and/or what the problems could be As well as any other ideas you
might have.

e Responses are marked for the accurate and appropriate use of vocabulary, spelling,
punctuation and grammar.

e Make sure you know all the different language techniques you could use within your writing.
These include: similes, metaphors, personification, interesting adjectives, repetition,
rhetorical question, personal voice, dialogue, alliteration, listing, colour imagery,
paragraphing for effect, adverbs, interesting punctuation.


https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zgvg6fr

ENGLISH LITERATURE

Specification: Edexcel English Literature https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
gcses/english-literature-2015.html

Specification Code: 1ETO

Exam Dates:

Paper 1: Monday 11" May 2026 am

Paper 2: Tuesday 19" May 2026 am

English Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare and Post-1914 Literature (1 hour and 45 minutes.
50% of GCSE

Section A: Shakespeare — ‘Macbeth’

e Q1a - extract question. Out of 20 marks.
e You are assessed for AO2 — analysis of language, structure and form.
e Q1b — whole text question. Out of 20 marks.

e You are assessed for AO1 — interpretation of text (15 marks) and AO3 —
context (5 marks)

Areas for revision:

Characters — key points about major and minor characters with key quotations/ examples.

Themes — key quotations, Shakespeare’s message

Context — audience response, divine right of kings, role of women, James |, witchcraft.

Key episodes — soliloquies, key extracts, think about their importance to the play as a whole.

(Think about theme development, character revelation, character development, tension)

e Language and structure — use of imagery, connotations of words, soliloquies, sentence
structure, repetition, questioning, rhyme, rhythm, foreshadowing, blank verse, where events
happen in the play, how a speech begins and ends.

e For Section B, you need to think about the writer's key message/big ideas etc.

Section B: Post 1914 Literature British Play. ‘An Inspector Calls’

e Out of 40 marks
¢ A choice of two questions

You are assessed for:

e AO1 — interpretation of the text (16 marks)
e AO3 - relationship between text and context (16 marks)
e AO4 - spelling, punctuation and grammar (8 marks)

Areas for revision:

e Context - audience reaction, socialism, capitalism, Priestley’s message within the play, role of
women and the divide between the classes.

e Characters — key quotations, any changes within characters, how are they presented at the
start and the end of the play. Think about the role of Inspector Goole — how does Priestley use
him to get across his message to the audience, the difference between the older and younger
generations in the play, who learns anything in the play.


https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/english-literature-2015.html

e Themes- key theme of responsibility, respectability, power, status, remorse, pride, love, time.
Learn key quotations connected with key themes

English Literature Paper 2 Section A: 19th Century Novel

Section A: ‘A Christmas Carol’/’Jekyll and Hyde’

. Q1a - An extract question to answer. Out of 20 marks.

. You are assessed for AO2 — analysis of language, structure and form.
. Q1b — whole text question. Out of 20 marks.

. You are assessed for AO1 — interpretation of text.

Areas for revision:
e Characters — key points about major and minor characters with key quotations/examples.
e Themes — key quotations, Dickens’ message

e Context — not assessed for this but it is a good idea to understand why Dickens has written the

novella ‘A Christmas Carol’. What is he trying to teach the reader?

o Key episodes — key extracts, think about their importance to the novella as a whole. (Think
about theme development, character revelation, character development, tension)

e Language and structure — use of imagery, connotations of words, sentence structure,
repetition, questioning, foreshadowing, where events happen in the novella, juxtaposition,
pathetic fallacy, listing etc.

e For Section B, you need to think about the writer’'s key message/big ideas etc.

Section B: Poetry

¢ You are asked to answer one question in Part 1 from the collection you have studied —
CONFLICT.

e Itis out of 20 marks

e You are assessed for AO2 — language, structure and form (15 marks) and AO3 — context (5
marks)

e Part 2 is unseen poetry. Read the two poems and answer the question.

e |tis out of 20 marks

e You are assessed for AO1 — personal interpretation (8 marks) and AO2 — language, structure
and form (12 marks)

Areas for revision:

* Re-read the poems

* Learn key quotations

» Learn to identify language and structural techniques within the poems.

* You must compare — have a go at doing this in your own time.

e Get used to looking at poems you haven't studied before — try to identify language and
structural points within the poems.



MATHEMATICS

Specification: Pearsons Edexcel Mathematics (code 1MA1)
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html
Exam Aids: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-
2015/exam-support.html

Students entered for GCSE Mathematics will sit three equally weighted exam papers in Summer
2026.

Exam Dates:
1. Paper 1 (non-calc) Thursday 14" May 2026 — morning exam
2. Paper 2 (calculator) Wednesday 3™ June 2026 — morning exam
3. Paper 3 (calculator) Wednesday 10" June 2026 — morning exam

Each paper is 1 hour 30 minutes, marked out of 80, and contributes one third of the final GCSE
grade.

All three papers are equally important. Success depends on consistent performance across all
three exams, including the non-calculator paper.

e The Foundation tier assesses grades 1 to 5, with an emphasis on clear methods, accurate
calculations, and applying mathematics to real-life contexts.

e The Higher tier assesses grades 4 to 9, with questions increasing in difficulty throughout
each paper.

In summer 2026, formula sheets will be provided in the exam. Make sure you are familiar with the
way in which formulae are presented, as this may be different to the way you are used to.

It is highly recommended that you continue to learn formulae, where possible, and use these
sheets as a back-up. The most important thing is that you understand how a formula works, how to
use it and how to rearrange it. Note that formulae are not always given in the most accessible way.
Formulae which were previously given in the question when required will continue to be given in
the question.

General Exam Tips:
. Make sure you show all working out as this is normally worth marks even if you get the

answer incorrect. If the question specifically asks for working, you will not score full marks if
you don’t, even if your answer is correct.

. Always give the correct units in your answer (m2, cm, kg etc.) Check whether the answer
requires a length, area or volume and choose appropriate units.
. If a calculator is allowed, push the reset button or to reset a Casio, type shift, 9,3, =, AC

before the exam begins. It should be in ‘DEG’ mode. Try a simple sum to make sure the
calculator is working properly.

. Re-read each question and make sure you have answered exactly what the question
asked, especially on percentage increase/decrease questions.

. Make sure you ask for tracing paper when answering questions on transformations.


https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015/exam-support.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015/exam-support.html

. If you must decide whether something is correct or incorrect or which option is best, make
sure you state your decision at the end of your working out. A decision with no working will
not score any marks.

. If the question asks you to justify your answer or give reasons for each stage of your
working, make sure you do so otherwise you will not be able to score full marks.

. Use a pencil to draw graphs and diagrams in case you make a mistake. All other questions
must be answered in pen.

. When answering geometry questions, see if the question is ‘drawn to scale’. If it is, you can

use measuring instruments such as a ruler or protractor. Otherwise, you will need to use
knowledge, such as angle facts, instead.

. Always show all your construction lines when using a compass.

. Attempt every question. Even if you can’t finish it, make a start. Think about what maths you
know that is relevant. You may earn some marks and these all add to your final score.

. Finally, make sure you have answered every question - check the back page of the exam
booklet!

Revision Resources for Mathematics:

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
A free, student-friendly site with topic-by-topic revision materials, clear video tutorials, and past
papers with mark schemes to help students practise and check their understanding.

https://corbettmaths.com/2023/08/01/gcse-revision/
Offers thousands of worked examples, practice questions and video explanations, including the
popular 5-a-day worksheets which are great for regular, focused revision by topic.

https://www.pinpointlearning.co.uk/

A personalised tool that helps students identify their individual strengths and weaknesses from
past papers and creates targeted revision booklets and practice tests to focus on their weakest
areas.

https://www.mathslinks.co.uk/home
A curated collection of GCSE revision questions by topic, pulling together resources from trusted
sites so students can practise the specific areas they need to improve.

https://www.westiesworkshop.com/
Provides topic-based past paper questions and course support materials that can be used to
deepen exam practice and consolidate understanding of key GCSE topics.

https://thegcsemathstutor.co.uk/
A resource built around video lessons, practice booklets, checklists and papers designed to help
students build confidence and improve their grade with structured revision support.

https://www. 1stclassmaths.com/
Hosts exam-style practice papers and revision booklets which are particularly useful for targeted
practice on exam-style questions and consolidating learning across all GCSE topics.

https://www.onmaths.com/

A GCSE revision site offering a large collection of exam-style practice papers and short “mini-
mocks” you can work through online, including predicted papers for Edexcel, AQA, OCR and other
boards, plus challenging “demon” question sets to stretch your skills and track your progress as
you prepare.



https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/
https://corbettmaths.com/2023/08/01/gcse-revision/
https://www.pinpointlearning.co.uk/
https://www.mathslinks.co.uk/home
https://www.westiesworkshop.com/
https://thegcsemathstutor.co.uk/
https://www.1stclassmaths.com/
https://www.onmaths.com/

FURTHER MATHEMATICS

Specification: AQA Level 2 Certificate in Further Mathematics
https://www.aqga.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/aga-certificate/mathematics-8365/specification

Students entered for GCSE Further Mathematics will sit two equally weighted exam papers in
Summer 2026.

Exam Dates:

1. Paper 1: Non-Calculator Monday 8" June 2026 — morning exam
2. Paper 2: Calculator Monday 15" June 2026 — morning exam

Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes, marked out of 80, and contributes one half of the final GCSE
grade.

GCSE Further Mathematics is an additional qualification, taken alongside GCSE Mathematics. It is
awarded separately and does not replace the standard GCSE Maths grade. Students entered for
this course can achieve a grade between 4 and 9, depending on their performance across the two
examination papers.

This qualification is designed to extend students’ algebraic skills, problem-solving ability and
mathematical reasoning, and is particularly well suited to students who enjoy maths or are
considering studying it further at A Level or beyond.

Revising for GCSE Further Mathematics is no different, in principle, to revising GCSE Maths; the
same structured, targeted approach is most effective. However, the resources used may differ, as
Further Mathematics focuses on more advanced content.

Students are encouraged to access guidance and practice materials online. A range of high-
quality websites provide targeted questions and exam-style practice to support independent
revision and consolidation of the Further Mathematics content.

Revision Resources for Further Mathematics:

https://www.westiesworkshop.com/
Provides topic-based past paper questions and course support materials that can be used to
deepen exam practice and consolidate understanding of key GCSE Further Maths topics.

https://www. 1stclassmaths.com/

Hosts exam-style practice papers and revision booklets (with videos) which are particularly
useful for targeted practice on exam-style questions and consolidating learning across all GCSE
Further Maths topics.

https://addvancemaths.com/gcsefm/

A dedicated Further Maths revision site with clear topic summaries, worked examples and practice
questions. It breaks content down into small, manageable areas, making it useful for building
understanding and confidence before moving on to exam-style questions.

https://corbettmaths.com/more/further-maths/

Corbett Maths provides concise explanations and plenty of practice questions, supported by
worked solutions and videos. This is particularly helpful for students who benefit from step-by-step
examples and short practice sets to reinforce Further Maths concepts.



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/aqa-certificate/mathematics-8365/specification
https://www.westiesworkshop.com/
https://www.1stclassmaths.com/
https://addvancemaths.com/gcsefm/
https://corbettmaths.com/more/further-maths/

https://mrbartonmaths.com/exams/#aqa-further

This section of the Mr Barton Maths website brings together AQA Further Maths exam papers and
assessment materials in one place. Students can use these to practise with authentic AQA exam
questions, check mark schemes and become familiar with the style and structure of the exams.

https://mrbartonmaths.com/aga-further-maths-topic-tests/

The topic tests on Mr Barton Maths provide exam-style questions grouped by specific areas of the
AQA Further Maths specification. These are ideal for targeted revision, particularly when students
are focusing on a specific topic or addressing gaps identified through assessment or Question
Level Analysis.



https://mrbartonmaths.com/exams/#aqa-further
https://mrbartonmaths.com/aqa-further-maths-topic-tests/

SCIENCE

Specification: Edexcel Science https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
gcses/sciences-2016.html#%2Ftab-0

Formula sheets for Physics will be provided, so there is no need to learn the formulas, you do
need to be able to use the formula and, in some cases, rearrange them, so it is still worth being

familiar with them. (For GCSE Physics and Combined Sciences.)

Edexcel (9-1) - Science GCSE

Combined Science Specification Link:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specific

ation/gcse-combinedscience-spec.pdf

GCSE Edexcel Combined
Science
This guide is to help you support
your young person in the
preparation for their
GCSE science exam.

What you are preparing for:

6 exam papers
1 hour 10 mins, 60 marks each

Foundation Tier, grades
achievable 11 - 55
or
Higher Tier, grades achievable
43 - 99

Every mark your young person
gains contributes to an overall
score out of 360 that will be
awarded as 2 GCSE grades

Biology Paper 1: Tuesday, May
12, 2026, pm

Chemistry Paper 1: Monday,
May 18, 2026, am
HALF TERM
Physics Paper 1: Tuesday, June
2, 2026, am.

Biology Paper 2: Monday, June
8, 2026, am.

Chemistry Paper 2: Friday, June
12, 2026, am

Physics Paper 2: Monday, June
15, 2026, am

Every mark counts

How can guardians help?
(without any science knowledge)

Encourage revision little and
often
rather than cramming

e Ask them to explain a
topic out loud (teaching
you shows their learning)

e Help them to focus and
devote time in quiet and
calm space to revise their
learning

e Test using exam
questions, not just
rewriting notes

e Encourage marking with
mark schemes, noting
the keywords and
processes looked for by
the examiners

e Focus on weak topics,
not favourites.

e Describe required
practical’s, method,
variables, equipment,
graphs.

Recommended Weekly

Revision Structure

e 2 — 3 sessions per subject
per week,
20 — 30 minutes each.

e A mix of learning
videos/notes

e practise questions

e reviewing mistakes

Exam tips to reinforce
e Always read the
question carefully

Best Free Revision Resources

Sparx science

Flashcards, Schools own use
Quizlet

BBC Bitesize

Great for learning + revising
content,

short explanations, videos +
quizzes

Physics and Maths Tutor
Best for topic-by-topic exam
questions, mark schemes,
revision notes +

Required practical summaries
Save my exams

Excellent clear notes, diagrams,
exam style Q’s

Seneca

Focused topic summary with
targeted Q’s

Free Science lessons

Ideal for visual learners and
tricky topics, clear topic by topic
video explanations

Ask your young person about
these and other resources we
have shared with them; we have
given them a selection so they
can pick what works best for
them

Final reminder

Little and often revision is key
Consistency beats intensity
Past paper questions are more
important

than rereading/rewriting notes

Confidence grows with practice



https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html%23%2Ftab-0
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html%23%2Ftab-0
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/gcse-combinedscience-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Science/2016/Specification/gcse-combinedscience-spec.pdf

We want to work with you to
support your young person to
achieve their
best possible grade in GCSE
Science

e Check command words,
think what they want you
to do
(describe, explain,
calculate

e Use key scientific terms

e Show working in
calculations, ensure you
get every mark

e Use the number of marks
as a guide

e.g. 3 marks, 3 bullet
points

Separate (Triple) Science Specification Links:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-

gcses/sciences-2016.html#%2Ftab-Biology

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-

gcses/sciences-2016.html#%2Ftab-Chemistry

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-

gcses/sciences-2016.html#%2Ftab-Physics

GCSE Edexcel Separate
Science

This guide is to help you support
your young person in the
preparation for their
GCSE science exam.

What you are preparing for:

6 exam papers
1 hour 45 mins, 100 marks each

Foundation Tier, grades achievable
1-5
or
Higher Tier, grades achievable 4 - 9

Every mark your young person gains
contributes to an overall score out of
600 that will be awarded as 3
Separate GCSE grades in Biology,
Chemistry and Physics

Biology Paper 1: Tuesday, May 12,
2026, pm

Chemistry Paper 1: Monday, May
18, 2026, am
HALF TERM
Physics Paper 1: Tuesday, June 2,
2026, am.

Biology Paper 2: Monday, June 8,
2026, am.

How can guardians help?
(without any science knowledge)

Encourage revision little and often
rather than cramming

e Ask them to explain a topic
out loud (teaching you
shows their learning)

e Help them to focus and
devote time in quiet and
calm space to revise their
learning

e Test using exam questions,
not just rewriting notes

e Encourage marking with
mark schemes, noting the
keywords and processes
looked for by the
examiners

e Focus on weak topics, not
favourites.

e Describe required
practical’'s, method,
variables, equipment,
graphs.

Recommended Weekly Revision
Structure

e Use arevision timetable

e 2 -3 sessions per subject
per week,
20 — 30 minutes each.

¢ A mix of learning
videos/notes

e Practise questions

o Reviewing mistakes

Best Free Revision Resources

Sparx science

Flashcards e.q. Quizlet

BBC Bitesize

Great for learning + revising content,
short explanations, videos + quizzes
Physics and Maths Tutor

Best for topic-by-topic exam questions,
mark schemes, revision notes
Required practical summaries

Save my exams

Excellent, clear notes, diagrams, exam
style Q’s

Seneca

Focused topic summary with targeted
Q's

Free Science lessons

Ideal for visual learners and tricky topics,
clear topic by topic video explanations

Ask your young person about these
and other resources we have shared
with them; we have given them a
selection so they can pick what
works best for them

Final reminder
Little and often revision is key
Consistency beats intensity
Past paper questions are more
important

than rereading/rewriting notes

Confidence grows with practice



https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html#%2Ftab-Biology
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html#%2Ftab-Biology
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html#%2Ftab-Physics
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.html#%2Ftab-Physics

Chemistry Paper 2: Friday, June
12, 2026, am

Physics Paper 2: Monday, June 15,
2026, am

Every mark counts
We want to work with you to support
your young person to achieve their
best possible grades in GCSE
Science

Exam tips to reinforce

¢ Always read the question
carefully

e Check command words,
think what they want you to
do
(describe, explain,
calculate)

o Use key scientific terms

e Show working in
calculations, ensure you get
every mark

o Use the number of marks as
a guide
e.g. 3 marks, 3 bullet
points

Biology Paper 1 Topics (highlighted is

Separate content)
Key Concepts
Cells, Microscopy, Enzymes, Diffusion,
Osmosis, Active Transport
Cells and Control
Mitosis, Cell Division/Growth, Stem
Cells, Nervous System, Synapses,
Reflexes.
Brain and eye structures, diseases and
treatments
Genetics
Sexual Reproduction, Meiosis, DNA,
Genetic Diagrams, Variations, Mutations,
Genome Proj
Asexual vs sexual reproduction, protein
synthesis (transcription & translation),
Gregor Mendel, sex-linked disorders
Natural Selection and Genetic
Modification
_Natural Selection, Evidence for
Evolution, Classification, Selective
Breeding,
Genetic Engineering
Alfred Wallace, pentadactyly limbs,
tissue culture, human population and
agriculture
Health, Disease & Development of
Medicines
Health, Disease, STI’s, Fighting
Disease, Immunity, Immunisation,
Antibiotics, Medicines, Non-
Communicable Diseases, Obesity
Cardiovascular Disease
Investigating antibiotics, aseptic
technique, virus lifecycle, plan diseases
and defences, herd immunity,
monoclonal antibodies

Biology Paper 2 Topics
Key Concepts
Cells, Microscopy, Enzymes, Diffusion,
Osmosis, Active Transport
Plant Structures & Their Functions
_Photosynthesis, Transport,
Transpiration
Leaf structure, plant adaptations, plant
hormones
Animal Coordination, Control &
Homeostasis

Chemistry Paper 1 Topics

(highlighted is Separate content)
Key Concepts
Writing Equations, Hazards, The Atom
History/Structure, Using the Periodic
Table, Isotopes, Electronic
Configuration, Bonding, Types of
Structure/Properties lonic/Metallic/Giant
Covalent/Simple Molecular, Calculating
Empirical Formula/Concentration
States of Matter
Changes, Purity, Distillation, Filtration,
Crystallisation, Chromatography, Potable
Water
Chemical Changes - Acids
Neutralisation, Indicators, reactions with
metals/ oxides/hydroxides/carbonates,
Soluble and Insoluble Salts, Preparing
Dry Sample of Crystals
Chemical Changes - Electrolysis
Predicting products, Electrolysis of
copper sulfate
Extracting Metals and Equilibria
Reactivity Series, Carbon Extraction,
Electrolysis Extraction, Recycling, Life
Cycle Assessments
Separate Chemistry 1:
Transition metals, alloys, corrosion,
quantitative analysis, yield, Avogadro’s
law, dynamic equilibria, Haber process

Chemistry Paper 2 Topics
Key Concepts — same as paper 1
Groups of the Periodic Table
Group 1/7 /0 their Properties and
Reactions
Rates of Reaction & Energy Changes
Measuring rates, Calculating Rates,
Collision Theory, Catalysts,
Endothermic/Exothermic, Bond
Energies, Activation Energy
Fuels and Earth Science
Fractional Distillation, Hydrocarbons,
Combustion, Pollutants, Cracking,
Atmosphere, Greenhouse Effect,
Climate Change
Separate Chemistry 2:
Qualitative analysis, ion tests, unknown
salts, hydrocarbons, alkanes, alkenes,
polymers, alcohols, carboxylic acids,
nanoparticles

Physics Paper 1 Topics (highlighted
is Separate content)

Motion, Forces & Conservation of
Enerqy
Distance, Displacement, Speed,
Velocity, Acceleration, Distance/ Time &
Velocity Time Graphs, Weight, Newtons
3 Laws, Resultant Forces, Stopping
Distances, Reaction Times, Energy
Stores, Conservation of Energy, Energy
Transfers, Kinetic/Gravitational Potential
Energy Stores & Calculations, Efficiency,
Energy Resources Pros and Cons
Estimating stopping distances, work
done
Waves & the Electromagnetic
Spectrum
Wave properties, Speed, Behaviours,
Refraction, EMS spectrum, Uses and
Dangers
Depth/distance from velocity, reflection,
transmission, absorption, interfaces,
waves in a solid, human ear, ultrasound,
infrasound, lenses, thermal energy
Radioactivity
Atomic Model, Isotopes,
Alpha/Beta/Gamma Radiation, Nuclear
Equation, Background Radiation, Half
Life, Irradiation, Contamination
Uses e.g. smoke alarm, ionising
radiation, PET scanners, fission, fusion
Astronomy:
Planets, satellites, stars, solar system,
comets, Big Bang theory, Steady State
theory, red-shift, observing the universe

Physics Paper 2 Topics
Forces & Energy
Energy Transfers & Systems, Forces,
Work Done, Wasted Energy, Power
Rotation, moments, levers, gears,
lubrication
Electricity & Circuits
Current, Potential Difference,
Resistance, |-V Graphs, Devices, Series,
Parallel, Energy in Circuits, Electricity in
the Home, Electrical Safety,
Transformers, National Grid
Static Electricity:




_Hormones, The Menstrual Cycle,
Contraception, Homeostasis, Diabetes
Thermoregulation, osmoregulation,
kidneys

Exchange & Transport in Animals
_Specialised Exchange Surfaces, Alveoli,
Blood Vessels, Heart, Respiration
Fick’s law

Ecosystems and Material Cycles
Ecosystems and the Factors Affecting,
Interdependence, Human Impacts on
Biodiversity, Carbon/Water/Nitrogen
Cycles

Trophic levels, food security, indicator
species, decomposition

Insulator, electrons, charges, earthing,
electric fields

Magnetic Fields

Magnets, Magnetic Fields,
Permanent/Induced,
Electromagnets/Solenoid

Motor effect, ACDC induction,
microphones, transformers, power
transmission

Matter

Density, Kinetic Theory & States of
Matter, Specific Heat Capacity, Specific
Latent Heat, Particle Motion in Gases,
Forces & Elasticity

Gas & liquid pressure, atmospheric
pressure, upthrust




GEOGRAPHY

Specification: AQA Geography https://www.aga.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-
8035

Specification Code: 8035

Exam dates:

Paper 1 Wednesday 13" May 2026 (am)

Paper 2 Wednesday 3™ June 2026 (pm)

Paper 3 Thursday 11t June 2026 (am)

Exam tips

. Use examples and case studies whenever possible in all examinations

. Refer to figures given in your responses e.g. use the data

. Read the questions carefully

. Decode the questions - underline the key terms and annotate, to plan your answer
. Develop each point’s significance in relation to the question

. Point, Evidence, Explain Link (PEEL) paragraphs

ON EACH EXAMINATION PAPER ONLY ANSWER THE QUESTIONS
ON THE UNITS THAT YOU HAVE STUDIED.

Paper 1: Physical Geography (1 hour 30 minutes)

e Section A- Hazards Question 1

e Section B- Living World Question 2

e Section C- Physical Landscapes in the UK:
o Coastal Landscapes in the UK Question 3
o River Landscapes in the UK Question 4

Paper 2: Human Geography (1 hour 30 minutes)

e Section A- Urban Issues and Challenges Question 1
Section B- The Changing Economic World Question 2
Section C- Resource Management Question 3

Optional section- Water Question 5

Do not answer Question 4 (Food) or Question 6 (Energy)

Paper 3: Issue Evaluation and Fieldwork (1 hour 30 minutes)
e Answer all questions.

Revision Resources:

Exam revision resources have been shared via email and are available on one drive- GCSE
Geography Revision Resources

Revision sessions after school

Knowledge organisers (copies in school)

SWAY resources — https://www.gshs.org.uk/geography click on the relevant links

Revision Guide — more available in the library

Exercise Books

Quizlet. https://quizlet.com/GSHSGEOGRAPHY (Select folders and click on the KS4 study sets)
Quiz booklet summaries (copies in school)



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035
https://gshsorg-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/jwalby_gshs_org_uk/Ev62S1fud-VNjkf76A1viQYB_fIACxOdbHwGMK1x0nbLBA
https://gshsorg-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/jwalby_gshs_org_uk/Ev62S1fud-VNjkf76A1viQYB_fIACxOdbHwGMK1x0nbLBA
https://www.gshs.org.uk/geography
https://quizlet.com/GSHSGEOGRAPHY

Command Word Meaning

Assess Make an informed judgement.

Calculate Work out the value of something

Compare Identify similarities and differences.

Complete Finish the task by adding given information.

Describe Say what you see/set out characteristics.

Discuss Present key points about different ideas or strengths and
weaknesses of an idea.

Evaluate Judge from available evidence.

Explain Set out purposes or reasons.

Give Produce an answer from recall.

|dentify Name or otherwise characterise.

Justify Support a case with evidence.

Outline Set out main characteristics.

State Express in clear terms.

Suggest Present a possible case.

To what extent

Judge the importance or success of (strategy, scheme,
project).

Use evidence to
support this
statement

To select and present information to prove or disprove something.




HISTORY

Specification: AQA History https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/qgcse/history-8145
Specification Code: 8154

Exam Dates:

Paper 1: Friday 15th May 2026 AM

e Section AUSA 1920-1975 8145/1A/D (1 hour)
e Section B; Korea and Vietnam 1950-1975 8145/1B/D (1 hour)

Paper 2: Thursday 4th June 2026 AM

e Section A Health and the People 8145/2A/A (1 hour)
e Section B; Restoration England, 1660-1985 8145/2B/D (1 hour)

Unit 1: Understanding the modern world

This will account for 50% of your GCSE.

Paper one topics are divided into Section A and Section B;

Section A, period study; America, 1920-1973: Opportunity and inequality — 1 hour
Section B, wider world depth study; Conflict and tension in Asia, 1950-1975 — 1 hour

Unit 2: Shaping the nation

This will account for 50% of your GCSE.

Paper two topics are divided into Section A and Section B;

Section A, thematic study; Britain: Health and the people: c1000 to the present day — 1 hour
Section B, depth study; Restoration England, 1660-1685 — 1 hour

REVISE THOROUGHLY! You will not achieve anywhere near your potential
grade unless you spend time reading through notes, revision guides, APPs, You
Tube clips, and actually learning the KEY FACTS. Use your knowledge tests
as a starting place. Ask for extra past questions/papers from your teacher.
Try to make the exam skills sessions on a Week 1 Tuesday 8-8.30 AM.

WATCH THE CLOCK! Timing is essential in both History exams as you have lots
of questions to answer in the time given. You will have about 1.5 minutes per mark,
which is about 12 minutes for an 8-mark question. Some of the larger essay
questions have SPAG marks attached, so pay attention to spellings and don’t
waffle too much on a question if you have no idea about the answer!

ATTEMPT ALL THE QUESTIONS YOU ARE GIVEN! Don'’t give up just because
a question looks tricky, try to write something relevant to the topic given in the
question, source or interpretation.

READ QUESTIONS CAREFULLY! Try to work out the ‘concept’; does it want
causes? Events? Significance/importance? Make sure you refer to the
sourcel/interpretation if you are asked to, that is the point of the question!

WEBSITES: Britain: Health and the people: c1000 to the present day; Use You
Tube BBC Teach; Medicine Through Times short clips on each section for
revision. Use your access to Educake.co.uk to complete quizzes set by your
teachers AND use the Revision Wizard on Educake — to give yourself further
tests.



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145

UNIT 1- HOW TO ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

USA

Qu.1 How do interpretations differ? 4 marks

*6 MINS * *CONTENT ONLY* INSIDE BOX

v Give at least 2 ways the interpretations are
different

v Mention what A says that is different to B
(mention both)

Qu.2 Why are the interpretations different? 4M
* 6 MINS * *PROVENANCE ONLY* OUTSIDE BOX

v Give at least 2 reasons why different
Nature (type of source e.g speech)
v Origin (author, date)

v Purpose (reason for doing)

AN

Qu.3 Which_interpretation is more convincing? 8M
*12 MINS * * CONTENT ONLY* INSIDE BOX

v 3 paragraphs (1 on A being convincing, 1 on B
being convincing and 1 on judgement about
which is more and why)

Qu.4 Describe_... 4 marks
*6 MINS *

v Mention at least 2 factors (3 if possible)
v Describe facts relevant to Qu
v Link facts to Qu

v Mention what the interpretation shows that is
convincing
v Support what the interpretation shows with own
knowledge
Qu.5 Inwhatwaysdid ... 8 marks Qu.6 Which is more important? 12 marks
*12 MINS * *18 MINS *
v Underlined key points of the question v 3 paragraph structure (1 on 1St bullet point,
v Included at least 2 factors (ideally 3) nd . .
v Good factual support 1 on 2™ bullet point, 1 anudgement)
v Included developed explanation \‘; B‘Clugeélg\cts on both points
v Used PEEAL S€ . .
v Include a judgement of which was more
important and say why
Point (refer to bullet point as Qu focus) v For higher levels, could think about whether
short or long term
Evidence (facts linked to Qu) v

Explain (Explanation of facts linked to Qu)
Analysis/Link (Judgement linked to Qu)

Point (refer to bullet point as Qu
focus) Evidence (facts about bullet
points) Explain (explanation of facts
linked to Qu)

Analysis/Link (how important/significant & make a
judgement linked to Qu)

KOREA/

VIETNAM

Qu1.Source supports/opposes...How do you know? 4
marks

* 6 MINS *

Identified 2 ways the content supports or
opposes

Supported what the source shows with own
factual knowledge

How useful are sources ..? 12 marks
* 18 MINS * BLUE TWO

Qu.2

Mention both sources

What do the sources show that makes them
useful? What do the sources miss out that
limits its use? (own knowledge)

In what ways is the NOP (nature, origin and
purpose of the sources) reliable?

In what ways is the NOP (nature, origin and
purpose of the sources) unreliable?

Judgement - which is more useful and why?




Qu.3 Write an account.. 8 marks. Qu.4 ‘Quote’ How far do you agree with the
statement? 16 marks (SPaG 4 marks)

*412 MINS *
v underline key words to focus attention on " 24 MINS *
whatthe question wants = v Underline key words in the question
v can be descriptive depending on specifics of Qu v Used factual detail
v mention 2-3 factors (paragraphs) v Explained ‘stated (quoted)’ factor
v Try to get in chronological order v Explained other factors
v use PEEAL for structure v Provided a supported judgement of how far

you agree with the statement

Point (factor relevant to question)
. . . Point(factor relevant to question — you agree or
Evidence (factual detail supporting your argument) _disagree with the statement)
Explain (explaining facts linked to Qu
Explain (exp g ) Evidence (factual detail supporting your argument)
Analysis/Link (sentence at end of paragraph to show

importance/ judgement linked to question) Explain (explaining ‘Quote’ and other factors)

Analysis/Link (how important, judgement linked to
question of ‘how far’ you agree)




UNIT 2- HOW TO ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

MEDICINE

Qu.1 How useful is Source..? 8 marks
* 12 MINS * BLUE TWO

v Use the content of the source — what
does it say that is accurate? What does
it miss out/is itinaccurate?

v Explain the provenance (focus on
PURPOSE) of the source, what is
good about reliability? What is bad?

v Use your own knowledge as context

Qu.2 Explain the significance of ... 8 marks

*12 MINS *

Underlined key points of the question
Worked out the concept of the
Qu (cause? Importance?)
Included at least 2 factors (ideally 3)
Good factual support
Included developed explanation
v Used PEEAL
Point (refer to concept point as Qu focus)

AR

SSRNEN

Evidence (facts linked to Qu)
Explain (Explanation of facts linked to Qu)
Analysis/Link (Judgement linked to Qu)

Qu.3 Compare two events. — similar/different?..
8 marks.

*12 MINS *

v Underline key words to focus attention
on what the question wants

v Describe BOTH factors (in paragraphs)

v Compare/link the two points in a detailed
summary

v OR, Write several paragraphs
comparing aspects of the two events,
one part at a time

Tips

Point (factor relevant to question)

Evidence (factual detail supporting your
argument)

Explain (explaining facts linked to Qu)

Analysis/Link (sentence at end of paragraph to
show importance/ judgement linked to question)

Qu.4 ‘Quote’ has been the main factorin...?
16

marks (SPaG 4 marks)

* 24 MINS * *INCLUDE AT LEAST 3
TIME PERIODS*

Underline key words in the question
Used factual detail

Explained ‘stated (quoted)’ factor FIRST
Explained other factors (try to get two
‘other’

factors)

Tips

RS

v Provided a supported judgement of
how far you agree with the quoted
factor being the most important —and
compare/link to the other factors

Point(factor relevant to question — you agree
or disagree with the statement)

Evidence (factual detail supporting your
argument)

Explain (explaining ‘Quote’ or/other factors)

Analysis/Link (how important, judgement
linked to question of

‘how far was that factor the main one’ you
agree




RESTORATION

Qu. 1 How convincing is the interpretation? 8
marks

Tips* 12 MINS * INSIDE THE BOX ONLY

v INTERPRETATION — WHAT IT SAYS not
WHERE IT IS FROM

v 1 paragraph on what points are in the
content (what it shows) — try to get 2
ways it IS convincing

v" BRIEFLY mention any poor or missing
content (what it doesn’t show or
exaggerates)

v Mini-conclusion — how useful? Useful for
showing what? To whom?

Qu.2 Explain the importance of ...8 marks

Tips* 12 MINS *

v" Underlined key points of the question
v" Worked out the concept of the Qu
(cause? Importance? Impact?)
Included at least 2 factors (ideally 3)
Good factual support

Included developed explanation
Used PEEAL

Point (refer to concept point as Qu focus)

AN NI NN

Evidence (facts linked to Qu)
Explain (Explanation of facts linked to Qu)
Analysis/Link (Judgement linked to Qu)

Qu.3. Write an account.. 8 marks.

Tips* 12 MINS *

v underline key words to focus attention on
what the question wants

v can be descriptive depending on
specifics of Qu

v" mention 2-3 factors (paragraphs), try to
get in chronological order

v use PEEAL for structure

Point (factor relevant to question)

Evidence (factual detail supporting your
argument)

Explain (explaining facts linked to Qu)

Analysis/Link (sentence at end of paragraph to
show importance/ judgement linked to question)

Qu.4 ‘Quote’ How far does a study of the
Royal Observatory demonstrate’...

support this statement...? 16 marks

Tips* 24 MINS *

v" Underline key words in the question
v 18t Paragraph AGREES with quote
v/ 2"/3d Paras DISAGREES AND
shows other factors
v" Provided a supported judgement of
how far you agree with the quoted
factor being the most important — and
compare/link to the other factors
Point (factor relevant to question — you
agree or disagree with the statement)

Evidence (factual detail supporting your
argument)

Explain (explaining ‘Quote’ or/other factors)

Analysis/Link (how important, judgement
linked to question of ‘how far was that factor
the main one’ you agree)




SPANISH

Specification: AQA Spanish https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/spanish/gcse/spanish-
8692/specification

Specification Code: 8692

Exam Dates:

The speaking test period for summer 2026 is Tuesday 7 April to Friday 15 May 2026.
e GCSE Spanish listening exam is on the morning of Tuesday, 9 June 2026
e GCSE Spanish reading exam is on the morning of Tuesday, 9 June 2026
e GCSE Spanish writing exam is on the morning of Tuesday, 16 June 2026

’ Themes and topics

Theme 1: People and Theme 2: Popular culture Theme 3: Communication

lifestyle and the world around us

= lIdentity and = Free time activities < Travel and tourism,

i hi ith g i i f
relationships wit o Cristorns fustvatasnd !ncludlng placeso
others . interest

celebrations
- ivi 3 - M 1
?fealttt:y living and « Celebrity culture fedia and technology
ifestyle * The environment and
= Education and work where people live

Key Information for Students

e Linear Qualification: All exams (Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing) must be taken at
the end of Year 11 (Summer 2026 onwards).

e Four Skills: Develop confident skills in Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing,
focusing on real-world contexts.

e Grammar Emphasis: Grammar is embedded in topics, with dedicated spreads in
textbooks for practice, revision, and combining structures (e.g., present subjunctive,
passive voice).

e Cultural Awareness: The specification promotes understanding of the Spanish-speaking
world alongside language skills.

Assessment Breakdown
e Listening (Paper 1): Comprehension questions (in English) and dictation (transcribing
short sentences).

e Speaking (Paper 2):
o Role-plays, Photo Cards (describing two photos), and Unprepared Conversations.
o Photo task: Describe both photos, then focus on one; conversation covers the theme
and related subtopics.
e Reading & Writing (Papers 3 & 4): focusing on comprehension and written expression.

Key Content & Skills
e Grammar: Master the present subjunctive (doubt, emotion, requests), passive voice
(Higher Tier), prepositions, conjunctions, and verb tenses.
e Spelling: Learn key spelling rules related to stress, especially for Higher Tier.
e Vocabulary: Build a broad range of vocabulary, including using suffixes to form different
word types (e.g., adjectives to adverbs).


https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Listening&sca_esv=80864a4c084abcc5&ei=Ji9Eaf2xJJTs7M8P0szaoA4&ved=2ahUKEwj5zMCQy8eRAxXDW0EAHS1cBswQgK4QegQIAxAC&uact=5&oq=gcse+aqa+sPANISH+kEY+iNFORMATION+FOR+NEW+SPEC+2026+FOR+STUDENTS&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiP2djc2UgYXFhIHNQQU5JU0gga0VZIGlORk9STUFUSU9OIEZPUiBORVcgU1BFQyAyMDI2IEZPUiBTVFVERU5UU0iclwJQmhJY15MCcBJ4AZABAJgByQGgAcA_qgEHODQuMTAuMbgBA8gBAPgBAZgCU6AC_&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfBMoTWm1BDSK6ZbwWEfmPi0LBne2xfKt__By0K1okAfj7Yvnaw5MBsyZiZ0n0BR28hxPsWZ7sezy2eekyN3OqqfsDGfsIDNBFqcAeBvd_aC8WGspd_fZw1S86oYa1UuFIg&csui=3
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Speaking&sca_esv=80864a4c084abcc5&ei=Ji9Eaf2xJJTs7M8P0szaoA4&ved=2ahUKEwj5zMCQy8eRAxXDW0EAHS1cBswQgK4QegQIAxAD&uact=5&oq=gcse+aqa+sPANISH+kEY+iNFORMATION+FOR+NEW+SPEC+2026+FOR+STUDENTS&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiP2djc2UgYXFhIHNQQU5JU0gga0VZIGlORk9STUFUSU9OIEZPUiBORVcgU1BFQyAyMDI2IEZPUiBTVFVERU5UU0iclwJQmhJY15MCcBJ4AZABAJgByQGgAcA_qgEHODQuMTAuMbgBA8gBAPgBAZgCU6AC_&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfBMoTWm1BDSK6ZbwWEfmPi0LBne2xfKt__By0K1okAfj7Yvnaw5MBsyZiZ0n0BR28hxPsWZ7sezy2eekyN3OqqfsDGfsIDNBFqcAeBvd_aC8WGspd_fZw1S86oYa1UuFIg&csui=3
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Reading&sca_esv=80864a4c084abcc5&ei=Ji9Eaf2xJJTs7M8P0szaoA4&ved=2ahUKEwj5zMCQy8eRAxXDW0EAHS1cBswQgK4QegQIAxAE&uact=5&oq=gcse+aqa+sPANISH+kEY+iNFORMATION+FOR+NEW+SPEC+2026+FOR+STUDENTS&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiP2djc2UgYXFhIHNQQU5JU0gga0VZIGlORk9STUFUSU9OIEZPUiBORVcgU1BFQyAyMDI2IEZPUiBTVFVERU5UU0iclwJQmhJY15MCcBJ4AZABAJgByQGgAcA_qgEHODQuMTAuMbgBA8gBAPgBAZgCU6AC_&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfBMoTWm1BDSK6ZbwWEfmPi0LBne2xfKt__By0K1okAfj7Yvnaw5MBsyZiZ0n0BR28hxPsWZ7sezy2eekyN3OqqfsDGfsIDNBFqcAeBvd_aC8WGspd_fZw1S86oYa1UuFIg&csui=3
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Writing&sca_esv=80864a4c084abcc5&ei=Ji9Eaf2xJJTs7M8P0szaoA4&ved=2ahUKEwj5zMCQy8eRAxXDW0EAHS1cBswQgK4QegQIAxAF&uact=5&oq=gcse+aqa+sPANISH+kEY+iNFORMATION+FOR+NEW+SPEC+2026+FOR+STUDENTS&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiP2djc2UgYXFhIHNQQU5JU0gga0VZIGlORk9STUFUSU9OIEZPUiBORVcgU1BFQyAyMDI2IEZPUiBTVFVERU5UU0iclwJQmhJY15MCcBJ4AZABAJgByQGgAcA_qgEHODQuMTAuMbgBA8gBAPgBAZgCU6AC_&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfBMoTWm1BDSK6ZbwWEfmPi0LBne2xfKt__By0K1okAfj7Yvnaw5MBsyZiZ0n0BR28hxPsWZ7sezy2eekyN3OqqfsDGfsIDNBFqcAeBvd_aC8WGspd_fZw1S86oYa1UuFIg&csui=3
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Listening&sca_esv=80864a4c084abcc5&ei=Ji9Eaf2xJJTs7M8P0szaoA4&ved=2ahUKEwj5zMCQy8eRAxXDW0EAHS1cBswQgK4QegQIBRAB&uact=5&oq=gcse+aqa+sPANISH+kEY+iNFORMATION+FOR+NEW+SPEC+2026+FOR+STUDENTS&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiP2djc2UgYXFhIHNQQU5JU0gga0VZIGlORk9STUFUSU9OIEZPUiBORVcgU1BFQyAyMDI2IEZPUiBTVFVERU5UU0iclwJQmhJY15MCcBJ4AZABAJgByQGgAcA_qgEHODQuMTAuMbgBA8gBAPgBAZgCU6AC_&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfBMoTWm1BDSK6ZbwWEfmPi0LBne2xfKt__By0K1okAfj7Yvnaw5MBsyZiZ0n0BR28hxPsWZ7sezy2eekyN3OqqfsDGfsIDNBFqcAeBvd_aC8WGspd_fZw1S86oYa1UuFIg&csui=3
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Speaking&sca_esv=80864a4c084abcc5&ei=Ji9Eaf2xJJTs7M8P0szaoA4&ved=2ahUKEwj5zMCQy8eRAxXDW0EAHS1cBswQgK4QegQIBRAD&uact=5&oq=gcse+aqa+sPANISH+kEY+iNFORMATION+FOR+NEW+SPEC+2026+FOR+STUDENTS&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiP2djc2UgYXFhIHNQQU5JU0gga0VZIGlORk9STUFUSU9OIEZPUiBORVcgU1BFQyAyMDI2IEZPUiBTVFVERU5UU0iclwJQmhJY15MCcBJ4AZABAJgByQGgAcA_qgEHODQuMTAuMbgBA8gBAPgBAZgCU6AC_&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfBMoTWm1BDSK6ZbwWEfmPi0LBne2xfKt__By0K1okAfj7Yvnaw5MBsyZiZ0n0BR28hxPsWZ7sezy2eekyN3OqqfsDGfsIDNBFqcAeBvd_aC8WGspd_fZw1S86oYa1UuFIg&csui=3
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Reading&sca_esv=80864a4c084abcc5&ei=Ji9Eaf2xJJTs7M8P0szaoA4&ved=2ahUKEwj5zMCQy8eRAxXDW0EAHS1cBswQgK4QegQIBRAI&uact=5&oq=gcse+aqa+sPANISH+kEY+iNFORMATION+FOR+NEW+SPEC+2026+FOR+STUDENTS&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiP2djc2UgYXFhIHNQQU5JU0gga0VZIGlORk9STUFUSU9OIEZPUiBORVcgU1BFQyAyMDI2IEZPUiBTVFVERU5UU0iclwJQmhJY15MCcBJ4AZABAJgByQGgAcA_qgEHODQuMTAuMbgBA8gBAPgBAZgCU6AC_&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfBMoTWm1BDSK6ZbwWEfmPi0LBne2xfKt__By0K1okAfj7Yvnaw5MBsyZiZ0n0BR28hxPsWZ7sezy2eekyN3OqqfsDGfsIDNBFqcAeBvd_aC8WGspd_fZw1S86oYa1UuFIg&csui=3
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Writing&sca_esv=80864a4c084abcc5&ei=Ji9Eaf2xJJTs7M8P0szaoA4&ved=2ahUKEwj5zMCQy8eRAxXDW0EAHS1cBswQgK4QegQIBRAJ&uact=5&oq=gcse+aqa+sPANISH+kEY+iNFORMATION+FOR+NEW+SPEC+2026+FOR+STUDENTS&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiP2djc2UgYXFhIHNQQU5JU0gga0VZIGlORk9STUFUSU9OIEZPUiBORVcgU1BFQyAyMDI2IEZPUiBTVFVERU5UU0iclwJQmhJY15MCcBJ4AZABAJgByQGgAcA_qgEHODQuMTAuMbgBA8gBAPgBAZgCU6AC_&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfBMoTWm1BDSK6ZbwWEfmPi0LBne2xfKt__By0K1okAfj7Yvnaw5MBsyZiZ0n0BR28hxPsWZ7sezy2eekyN3OqqfsDGfsIDNBFqcAeBvd_aC8WGspd_fZw1S86oYa1UuFIg&csui=3

e The DfE has mandated a core vocabulary approach, focusing on a defined list of 1,200
'‘word families' at Foundation tier and 1,700 at Higher tier. At least 85% of these are the
most frequently occurring words in Spanish.

e Texts in comprehension tasks may contain a small number of words from outside the list if
they are glossed or easily understood cognates.

Students can find more detailed information and resources on the official AQA website.

Foundation tier Higher tier
Part 1: Role-play Between 1 and 1.5 minutes Between 1and 1.5 minutes
Part 2: Reading aloud task Between 2 and 2.5 minutes Between 3 and 3.5 minutes
Part 3: Photo card task Between 4 and 5 minutes in Between 6 and 7 minutes in
total (approximately one total (approximately one and a

minute for description of the half minutes for description of
photos and between 3 and 4 the photos and between 4.5

minutes for the Unprepared and 5.5 minutes for the
conversation) Unprepared conversation)
TOTAL 7-9 minutes 10-12 minutes

Paper 2 Speaking Exam-

Reading and Listening Exams

e Paper 1 Listening Exam Foundation 35 mins Higher 45 mins
e Paper 3 Reading Exam Foundation 45mins Higher 1 hour
e Paper 4- Writing Exam Foundation 1 hour 10mins Higher 1 hour 15mins

Look at these important tips for your Listening and Reading papers:

Spelling

e Pay attention to letter combination in Spanish; especially in numbers such as
ie> siete, sientate ei> seis, veinte

e Careful with ph> it is always F in Spanish The same for words ending in —tion > -cién in
Spanish

e Learn your numbers, they are essential!!! You need them for the time, dates and prices ...so
learn them. Pay attention to : sesenta 60/ setenta 70/ veinte 20/ treinta 30/ cien 100/ dos
cientos 200/ nueve 9 / quinientos 500/ novecientos 900

Linking words

e Linking words are ESSENTIAL to give the correct answers to the following Question Type
P/N/P+N or T/F/INM
e Look for-
= Addition : vy, e, ademas, también, o, u
= Showing contrast: pero, sin embargo, aunque
= Giving opinions : en mi opinién, desde mi punto de vista
= Likes and dislikes
e Make sure you recognise : Me gusta ( mucho) No me gusta ( nada ) Me encanta Me chifla / Me
interesal/fascina/molesta / Detesto/odio / No soporto/ no aguanto



e Don’t take for granted basic expressions such as Buen fin de semana/ Buena suerte/ Feliz
cumpleafios / Buen apetito/ Buen trabajo/ Feliz Navidad/ Que tengas un buen dia

e Mostly seen in the section from Spanish-English

e Itis very important that you recognise all Wh- Questions in Spanish How What When Where
how much

e Even though it is Reading and Listening paper, there is some written translation work involved
so grammar needs to be accurate: all of the below are followed by the infinitive-
e me gustaria/ quisiera /hay que + infinitive
e Detesto
e deberia
e tenerque
e any verb of like and dislike

Me gustaria VISITAR Madrid

Quisiera TRABAJAR en un banco

Tenses:

e Make sure you study tenses; present, past (preterite and imperfect) and future ( there are 2
future tenses and a conditional tense).

e Adjectives:
You need to be able to recognise plenty of adjectives in all SIX topics, and more than
DIVERTIDO and ABURRIDO is expected of you.

e Check adjectives for describing PERSONALITY (always a favourite in the exam)

Vocabulary

e Pay special attention to most difficult vocabulary on WEATHER/ ENVIRONMENT /
HOUSEHOLD CHORES/ FURNITURE

e But don’t underestimate PLACES/FOOD AND DRINK/DIRECTIONS

Where to find help-

e Use your Kerboodle book - it's online

e Your class notes

e Your GCSE revision guide and revision file

e Quizlet for vocabulary learning

e Attend MFL Breakfast Club 10 Topics in 10 weeks and complete the Home Learning for each
week

e Complete AQA past papers

e www.languagesonline.org.uk

e studyspanish.com www.linguascope.com

e http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/

Other Strategies to help you get the most marks from your Reading and Listening Papers
» Multiple choice questions: Examiners like to mention all the pictures to confuse you! It isn’t
necessarily going to be the first picture they mention. Be careful if they mention a negative in the

question, and listen out for the little words like “no”, “nunca”, “nada” in the answer: what is the next
picture they mention after a negative word?

* English comprehension questions: use the question to help you work out what you have to listen
for. “How many” is asking for a number, “when” is asking for a day or time, “where” for a place,
“‘what” for an activity, “why” for a reason, and so on.


file://///gshs-us-01/ARigby$/www.languagesonline.org.uk
file://///gshs-us-01/ARigby$/studyspanish.com%20www.linguascope.com%09
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/

-Make sure you are answering the question. Be careful when the question has a bolded word like
“‘most”, “even worse”, “never”, etc or is asking for a negative.

» Make sure you word the answer well with a verb included. (Example: what is Julia doing after
watching TV? Avoid answer just “homework” and aim to include a verb if necessary “doing

homework”).

Buena Suerte



FRENCH

Specification: AQA French https://www.aga.org.uk/gcse-languages-specification-changes/gcse-
french-support-and-resources
Specification Code: 8652
Exam Dates:
The speaking test period for summer 2026 is Tuesday 7 April to Friday 15 May 2026.
e GCSE French listening exam is on the morning of Wednesday, 20 May 2026
e GCSE French reading exam is on the morning of Wednesday, 20 May 2026
e GCSE French writing exam is on the afternoon of Thursday, 4 June 2026

’ Themes and topics

Theme 3: Communication
and the world around us

Themte 1: Peopis and Theme 2: Popular culture

lifestyle

= Identity and = Free time activities * Travel and tourism,
relationships with IR LIy !ncludmg places of
others : interest
celebrations
- ?fealt(r:y living and - Celebrity culture = Media and technology
T das * The environment and

= Education and work where people live

Speaking Exam

Foundation tier Higher tier

Part 1: Role-play

Between 1 and 1.5 minutes

Between 1 and 1.5 minutes

Part 2: Reading aloud task

Between 2 and 2.5 minutes

Between 3 and 3.5 minutes

Part 3: Photo card task

Between 4 and 5 minutes in
total (approximately one
minute for description of the
photos and between 3 and 4
minutes for the Unprepared
conversation)

Between 6 and 7 minutes in
total (approximately one and a
half minutes for description of
the photos and between 4.5
and 5.5 minutes for the
Unprepared conversation)

TOTAL

7-9 minutes

10-12 minutes

e Paper 1 Listening Exam Foundation 35 mins Higher 45 mins
e Paper 3 Reading Exam Foundation 45mins Higher 1 hour
e Paper 4 Writing Exam Foundation 1 hour 10mins Higher 1 hour 15mins

For AQA GCSE French (new spec 2026), focus on three themes (People & Lifestyle, Popular
Culture, World Around Us) with defined topics, master key vocabulary and grammar for all four
skills (listening, speaking, reading, writing), and prepare for new assessment formats like dictation
and photo cards, utilizing AQA's sample papers and resources for the specific vocabulary and
grammar required for exams starting Summer 2026.

Key Themes & Topics
e People & Lifestyle: Identity & relationships, Healthy living, Education & work.
e Popular Culture: Free-time, Customs & festivals, Celebrity culture.
e Communication & the World Around Us: Travel & tourism, Media & technology,
Environment & place.



file://///gshs-us-01/ARigby$/Downloads/AQA%20French%20https:/www.aqa.org.uk/gcse-languages-specification-changes/gcse-french-support-and-resources
file://///gshs-us-01/ARigby$/Downloads/AQA%20French%20https:/www.aqa.org.uk/gcse-languages-specification-changes/gcse-french-support-and-resources
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=People+%26+Lifestyle&sca_esv=80864a4c084abcc5&ei=xy9EadGBFuKshbIPpOLYsAw&ved=2ahUKEwiZqJ-DzMeRAxXpUEEAHR4XLhQQgK4QegQIAxAB&uact=5&oq=gcse+aqa+french++kEY+iNFORMATION+FOR+NEW+SPEC+2026+FOR+STUDENTS&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiP2djc2UgYXFhIGZyZW5jaCAga0VZIGlORk9STUFUSU9OIEZPUiBORVcgU1BFQyAyMDI2IEZPUiBTVFVERU5UU0jhPVD-B1jKNXABeACQAQCYAVSgAaAHqgECMTW4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgygArsGwgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICBBAhGArCAggQABiJBRiiBMICBRAAGO8FwgIIEAAYgAQYogSYAwCIBgGQBgiSBwIxMqAHwC6yBwIxMbgHsAbCBwYwLjIuMTDIBz-ACAE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfA7ADDHefOJaSosubLQoKSFmHqBfWGudAs5l6cN0AFoD9OG0DPR7gnads0An2trZAT4a--P7iP56KUTMtt95S_Kr68lCyl5BrGsJ-fE2x5ziivbPyEVtpwT8Xj2aHczNko&csui=3
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Popular+Culture&sca_esv=80864a4c084abcc5&ei=xy9EadGBFuKshbIPpOLYsAw&ved=2ahUKEwiZqJ-DzMeRAxXpUEEAHR4XLhQQgK4QegQIAxAD&uact=5&oq=gcse+aqa+french++kEY+iNFORMATION+FOR+NEW+SPEC+2026+FOR+STUDENTS&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiP2djc2UgYXFhIGZyZW5jaCAga0VZIGlORk9STUFUSU9OIEZPUiBORVcgU1BFQyAyMDI2IEZPUiBTVFVERU5UU0jhPVD-B1jKNXABeACQAQCYAVSgAaAHqgECMTW4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgygArsGwgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICBBAhGArCAggQABiJBRiiBMICBRAAGO8FwgIIEAAYgAQYogSYAwCIBgGQBgiSBwIxMqAHwC6yBwIxMbgHsAbCBwYwLjIuMTDIBz-ACAE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfA7ADDHefOJaSosubLQoKSFmHqBfWGudAs5l6cN0AFoD9OG0DPR7gnads0An2trZAT4a--P7iP56KUTMtt95S_Kr68lCyl5BrGsJ-fE2x5ziivbPyEVtpwT8Xj2aHczNko&csui=3
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=Communication+%26+the+World+Around+Us&sca_esv=80864a4c084abcc5&ei=xy9EadGBFuKshbIPpOLYsAw&ved=2ahUKEwiZqJ-DzMeRAxXpUEEAHR4XLhQQgK4QegQIAxAF&uact=5&oq=gcse+aqa+french++kEY+iNFORMATION+FOR+NEW+SPEC+2026+FOR+STUDENTS&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiP2djc2UgYXFhIGZyZW5jaCAga0VZIGlORk9STUFUSU9OIEZPUiBORVcgU1BFQyAyMDI2IEZPUiBTVFVERU5UU0jhPVD-B1jKNXABeACQAQCYAVSgAaAHqgECMTW4AQPIAQD4AQGYAgygArsGwgIKEAAYRxjWBBiwA8ICBBAhGArCAggQABiJBRiiBMICBRAAGO8FwgIIEAAYgAQYogSYAwCIBgGQBgiSBwIxMqAHwC6yBwIxMbgHsAbCBwYwLjIuMTDIBz-ACAE&sclient=gws-wiz-serp&mstk=AUtExfA7ADDHefOJaSosubLQoKSFmHqBfWGudAs5l6cN0AFoD9OG0DPR7gnads0An2trZAT4a--P7iP56KUTMtt95S_Kr68lCyl5BrGsJ-fE2x5ziivbPyEVtpwT8Xj2aHczNko&csui=3

Assessment Focus

Four Skills: Listening, Speaking, Reading, Writing, plus translation (French-English &
English-French).

Vocabulary & Grammar: Essential to know the prescribed lists for each tier
(Foundation/Higher).

Speaking Tasks: Reduced number of task cards (6 role-plays, 6 read-alouds, 6 photo
cards per tier).

New Tasks: Dictation (Paper 1) and Reading Aloud (Paper 2) are key, with sound bank
support available.

Real-Life Context: Assessments use contexts from target language countries, requiring
flexible use of language.

How to Prepare

Use AQA Resources: Download sample papers, commentary booklets, and vocabulary
sound banks from the AQA website.

Practice Writing: Use model sentence starters and phrases for exam-style answers.
Master Grammar: Focus on guides for tenses, pronouns, negatives, questions, etc., on
BBC Bitesize and AQA.

Expand Vocabulary: Go beyond the list to include derived forms (e.g., extrémement from
extréme).


https://www.aqa.org.uk/gcse-languages-specification-changes

CONSTRUCTION

Specification: Edugas Construction and the Built Environment
https://www.eduqgas.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-construction-and-

the-built-environment/#tab keydocuments

Exam Dates:
Unit Unit Title Type of Assessment % Assessment date
Unit 1 | Introduction to the External 40% | Tuesday 9" June
Built Environment (Exam, 90 minutes) 2026 (PM)
Unit 3 Constructing the Internal 60% | Final Submission:
Built Environment (x3 Non-Exam Assessment — Thurs 2™ April 2026
NEA coursework's, 10 hours
each)

Unit 1 - Introduction to the Built Environment

This unit introduces learners to the construction sector and the type of professional and trade
roles and activity that is undertaken. The learner will explore the different types of buildings and
structures that the built environment forms. Sustainability and the impact of the built environment
on the local community is explored along with reduction measures that can be employed.

In studying for this unit, learners will develop knowledge, skills and understanding in the
following areas of content: The exam will last 1 hour and 30 minutes, it will be made up of short
and extended response questions.

1.1 - The sector

1.2 - The built environment life cycle
1.3 - Types of building and structure
1.4 - Technologies and materials

1.5 - Building structures and forms

1.6 - Sustainable construction methods
1.7 - Trades, employment and careers
1.8 - Health and safety

1.

Qualification specification, key documentation and sample exam material:
https://www.edugas.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-construction-and-the-
built-environment/#tab keydocuments

Online revision for each of the 8 sub-units that you need to know for your exam:
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx?subld=96&Ivlld=2

Log into your Quizizz account and attempt the revision quizzes -
https://quizizz.com/?Ing=en

Coursework Companion (textbook) link: https://amzn.eu/d/h4hD9tF

You can have access to past mock papers you have completed within lessons, see
feedback for improvement.

Mini-mock for each of the sub-units above, please ask for another copy.

Access to your workbook/file (own notes) for revision.

Students are also invited to attend Construction Club with Mr Lee and Ms Stephenson to
revise or to make up time missed during their NEA. This is every Tuesday (2:10-3:10pm),

Wednesday and Friday (3:00-4:00pm).


https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-construction-and-the-built-environment/#tab_keydocuments
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-construction-and-the-built-environment/#tab_keydocuments
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-construction-and-the-built-environment/#tab_keydocuments
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-construction-and-the-built-environment/#tab_keydocuments
https://resources.wjec.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx?subId=96&lvlId=2
https://quizizz.com/?lng=en
https://amzn.eu/d/h4hD9tF

HAIR AND BEAUTY THERAPY
Specification: VTCT Hair and Beauty

https://qualifications.vtct.org.uk/finder/qualfinder/1Qualification%20Specification/CO2A5.pdf

To be awarded the VTCT Level1/2 Technical Award in the Study of the Hair and Beauty, learners
must achieve a Level 1 pass or higher in the following assessments.

Assessment by examination (external written exam 120 minutes, 40% weighting)
Non-exam assessment (synoptic assignment, 20 hours, 60% weighting)

Date Type of Assessment Time
Non-Exam Assessment released | Internal NEA 20 hours
1.12.2025
Final deadline 17.4.2026
Written examination 4.2.2026 External online exam 9.30 am (120 minutes)
Resit written examination External online exam 9.30 am (120 minutes)
6.5.2026

The qualification consists of three mandatory units:

*UCO090-Business and entrepreneurship in hair and beauty sector.

LO1 — Understand the structure and concept of hair and beauty businesses.

LO2 — Understand enterprise and entrepreneurship in the hair and beauty sector.

LO3 — Understand marketing and its role in the promotion of hair and beauty. products and
services

*UCO091-Anatomy, physiology, and cosmetic science

LO! - Understand the role of cosmetic ingredients.

LO2 — Understand the structure and function of the integumentary system.
LO3 — Understand the development of hair and beauty products.

*UCO092-Design in the hair and beauty sector

LO1 — Understand design briefs in the hair and beauty sector.
LO2 — Know how to plan and develop a design brief project.
LO3 — know how to present and review a design brief project.

Useful Links-

e https://qualifications.vict.org.uk/finder/qualfinder/2Specimen%20Assessment%20Material/CO2

A5.pdf

e https://qualifications.vtct.org.uk/finder/qualfinder/3Exemplar%20examination%20paper/CO2A5.
pdf

e https://qualifications.vict.org.uk/finder/qualfinder/3Examinations%20Resource%20for%20Teach
ers%20and%20Assessors%20-%20Command%20Verb/CO2A5.pdf

¢ You will have access to past mock papers you have completed within lessons.
e Mini-mock for each of the sub-units above found in your Success Passport.
e Access to your Success Passports for each unit above for revision.


https://qualifications.vtct.org.uk/finder/qualfinder/1Qualification%20Specification/CO2A5.pdf
https://qualifications.vtct.org.uk/finder/qualfinder/2Specimen%20Assessment%20Material/CO2A5.pdf
https://qualifications.vtct.org.uk/finder/qualfinder/2Specimen%20Assessment%20Material/CO2A5.pdf
https://qualifications.vtct.org.uk/finder/qualfinder/3Exemplar%20examination%20paper/CO2A5.pdf
https://qualifications.vtct.org.uk/finder/qualfinder/3Exemplar%20examination%20paper/CO2A5.pdf
https://qualifications.vtct.org.uk/finder/qualfinder/3Examinations%20Resource%20for%20Teachers%20and%20Assessors%20-%20Command%20Verb/CO2A5.pdf
https://qualifications.vtct.org.uk/finder/qualfinder/3Examinations%20Resource%20for%20Teachers%20and%20Assessors%20-%20Command%20Verb/CO2A5.pdf

ART AND DESIGN

Specification: AQA Art and Design AQA | Art and Design | GCSE | Art and Design
Specification Codes:

e GCSE Art Textiles 8204

e GCSE Fine Art 8202

e GCSE Photography 8206

Exam Dates:
Textiles Fine Art Photography
Tuesday 7" May Thursday 15t May Monday 28" April
Wednesday 8" May Friday 2" May Tuesday 29t April
AQA GCSE Art

60% Portfolio of work

40% Final Examination (10 hour Exam)

You have two units of work — coursework and your EST, which you are currently working on now. At the end
of this project, you will have a two-day exam with your teacher to make what you have planned in your
project.

You are marked to the Assessment Objectives, below. Read this and make sure that you have done
enough to hit all these AO. They are all marked out of 24, giving you a total mark out of 96.

graphs (close ups / composition ideas / related
. Make sure they are careful J:v'coqwsed':andf:)‘.’inkrtu



https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206

How do l..Annotate my contact sheet?

Your Opinions
Circle or highlight your favourite photographs on your contact sheet
Cross or highlight your least favourite photographs

Technigues

Camera Settings
Using the right click and get info method find out the shutter speed, F stop, ISO, white balance... Note these next to your thumbnails and say why
these settings were used and evaluate the success

The camera was set to f2 togeta
shallow depth of field .

1 experimented with slighly different
angles for these 4 images. | dont think
that any of them are very effective,
they do not have enough interest in them

One of my favourite images from the
shot is this one because | like the way
that the soldier is the only spot of colour
in the image and so draws your eye to him
immediately
A simple compostion using the rule of
thirds

How do I..Analyse a photographers work?

ALL students should answer the green questions, MOST students should answer the questions and SOME students
might answer the blue questions.

1. Basic Information

The name of the photographer

What country are they from2 (This is important as it puts the work into context)
The name and date of the series that you are interested in

The name and date of any images you choose from the series to analyse

2.Visual Qualities (select one nhoto to write about in detaill
What does the photograph show?

What is the main focus/ where is your eye drawn to?

What do you like about the image?

Can you talk about any of the formal elements that are shown? Line, Colour, Shape, Form, Texture, Pattern, Tone...
How has the artist achieved the meaning, concept or message in the image?
What techniques has the artist used to create the meaning/concept or message?

3. Camera Settinus

What shutter speed do you think they have they used?

4. Relate to your own work

This is VERY important so do not leave it outl By answering this question you will be expl

plaining to the iner just how you intend to use

this investigation work to inspire your own work.

How will you be influenced by this photographers work when planning and taking your own photos2

htep://www.pinterest.com/
A visual discovery tool that you can use to collect ideas for the differentc
projects and themes (great for finding artists and other examples of GCSE
arctworlk)

Images from the Wildlife photographers competition. This is an annual
competition, which also has a category for young photographers.

htep://photofocus.com/
Photofocus is a helpful and educational resource for the aspiring and
professional photographer. This is a “"blogazine”™ style website that has
content from accomplished photographers and artists.

htep://experctphotography.com/
Lots of tutorials and guides on how to achieve a wide range of
photographic techniques.

hteps://www . flickr.com
A great source for inspiration, most photos will also have the exposure

-- information about the photo.

htep://www.digitalcameraworld.com/
More tutorials, hints and tips and articles about all things photographic.




BUSINESS STUDIES

Specification: OCR Business Studies https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/business-j204-
from-2017/

Specification Code: J204

Exam Dates:

Business J204/01 Business Paper 1: business activity, marketing and people

Mon 11th May 2026 PM.

J204/02 Business Paper 2: operations, finance and influences on business

Thursday 21st May 2026 PM.

The course is 100% examined, over 2 exams, with each exam being 50% of the total
grade.

Exam 1: Business 1
This exam covers Units 1 (Business Activity), 2 (Marketing), and 3 (People).

e Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes
e Marks Available: 80

Students should revise using the Revision work booklets provided in class for each unit, along with
the recommended revision guide (available for purchase at GSHS). Key terminology is critical;
worksheets for each unit are available to support this. In terms of exam strategy, students should
focus on answering:

¢ 3-mark ‘analyse’ and ‘recommend’ questions
e 7-9 mark ‘evaluate’ questions

Additionally, students need to practise their quantitative skills and writing at length. They should
bring their own calculator and be familiar with using the acronyms P,Ap,An, BLT and DISCO-M for
evaluation tasks. Command Verb Question Matrix

Exam 2: Business 2

This exam covers Units 4 (Operations), 5 (Finance), 6 (Influences on Business), and 7 (The
Interdependent Nature of Business).

e Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes
e Marks Available: 80

Preparation resources include the revision booklets, key terms sheets, and the revision guide.
Students also need to ensure they know the key calculation formulas for unit 5:

Revenue
Revenue = Selling price x Quantity sold

Total Costs
Total costs = Fixed costs + Variable costs

Variable Costs
Variable costs = Variable cost per unit x Number of units sold


https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/business-j204-from-2017/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/business-j204-from-2017/
https://gshsorg-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/personal/aeastwood_gshs_org_uk/Documents/FB%20resources%20GCSE%20Resources/Command%20verb%20question%20matrix%20(1).pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=berIGf

Profit (or Loss)
Profit = Total revenue — Total costs

Gross Profit
Gross profit = Sales revenue — Cost of sales

Net Profit
Net profit = Gross profit - Expenses

ARR

ARR = (Average annual profit + Initial investment) x 100

Break-even Point
Break-even point = Fixed costs + (Selling price — Variable cost per unit)

Net Cash Flow
Net cash flow = Cash inflows — Cash outflows

Closing Balance
Closing balance = Opening balance + Net cash flow

Average Cost

Average cost = Total cost + Output

The same exam strategies mentioned for Exam 1 apply here as well.

Top Tips for Both Exams:

Time Management: Use the 90 minutes effectively—aim for 1 mark per minute, with 10
minutes for reading.

Attempt Every Question: Don’t give up if a question seems difficult read the case study
carefully and write a relevant response.

Case Study Application: Always relate your answers to the specific business in the case
study.

Helpful Resources

Revision Guides and Textbooks: Crucial core knowledge that they need for each of their seven
units (covering both exams) and is highly recommended.

My Revision Notes: OCR GCSE (9-1) Business by Mike Schofield: A comprehensive
guide offering structured revision and exam-style tasks. These are available in class.

CGP GCSE OCR Business Revision Guide: Easy-to-read summaries, practice questions,
and exam tips tailored to the OCR specification. Available at CGP Books. | have sent out
information on this book as the school can purchase it at a discounted price. Please see
parent mail if interested.

Online Revision Platforms

BBC Bitesize: Offers easy-to-understand materials tailored to the OCR GCSE Business
specification. Link to BBC Bitesize

BusinessEd: Provides theory notes and revision materials specifically designed for OCR
GCSE (9-1) Business.Visit BusinessEd



https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zhrphbk
https://www.businessed.co.uk/index.php/home/theory/gcse/ocr-gcse-9-1-public

Flashcards and Quizzes
e Quizlet: Provides pre-made and custom-made flashcards for OCR GCSE Business topics.
Search for specific topics or create your own sets.Visit Quizlet
e Brainscape: Online flashcards to help reinforce key concepts for the OCR GCSE Business
exam.Visit Brainscape

Practice Papers

e Revision World: Access past OCR GCSE Business Studies exam papers and marking
schemes for practice.Revision World Business Papers

After school revision sessions are on a Wednesday in G11 with Mrs Eastwood.


https://quizlet.com/
https://www.brainscape.com/subjects/ocr-gcse-business
https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision/business-studies/business-studies-gcse-past-papers/ocr-gcse-business-studies-past-papers

COMPUTER SCIENCE

Specification: OCR Computer Science
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-from-2020/
Specification code: J277

Exam Dates:

Paper 1 — 13 May 2026 (afternoon)

Paper 2 — 19 May 2025(afternoon)

GCSE Computer Science is assessed through 2 exam papers taken in the terminal
year of the qualification.

Paper 1 — Computer Systems — 50% of the overall mark

. Systems architecture

. Memory and storage

. Computer networks, connections and protocols

. Network security

. Systems software

. Ethical, legal, cultural, and environmental impacts of digital technology

Paper 2 — Computational thinking, algorithms and programming — 50% of the overall
mark
. Algorithms

. Programming fundamentals

. Producing robust programs

. Boolean logic

. Programming languages and Integrated Development Environments

Please make use of SMART Revise for all aspects of the course this has been purchased
as individual licenses for each of you, paid for by the school. https://smartrevise.online/

Below are subject knowledge organisers for each of the topics on the specification, please
make use of these when completing revision. You will have access to all course materials
through your OneNote, including all workbooks, and an online text book with practice
questions for every topic.


https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-from-2020/
https://smartrevise.online/

Paper 1 | GCSE Computer Science | Hardware | Required knowledge

Systems architecture

Memory

Storage

- The purpose of the CPU
- Von Neumann architecture

Memory Address Register [MAR]
Memory Data Register [MDR]
Program counter

Accumulator

- Common CPU components and their
function

Arithmetic Logic Counter [ALU]
Control unit [CU]
Cache

- Function of the CPU as fetch /
execute instructions stored in
memaory

- How common characteristics of CPUs
affect their performance:

Clock speed
Cache size
Number of cores

- Embedded systems:

Purpose
Examples of embedded systems.

- Random Access Memory [RAM]
- Purpose of RAM in a computer
system.
- Read Only Memory [ROM]
- Purpose of ROM in a computer
system.
- The difference between RAM and
ROM.
- Virtual Memory
- How it works
- The need for VM
- How to prevent the need for ViV
- Flash memory
- How itis constructed
- Appropriate use

Wired & Wireless networks

- Types of network
- Local Area Network [LAN]
- Wide Area Network [WAN]

Secondary Storage
- The need for secondary storage
- Data capacity / calculation of data
capacity requirements.
Common types of storage
- Optical
- Different examples of optical
storage
-  Magnetic
- Solid State
Suitable storage devices / media for a
given application
- Advantages / Disadvantages using
the following characteristics:
- Capacity
- Speed
- Portability
- Durability
- Reliability
- Cost

Imput
dawiiet
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Control Unit l

Paper 1 | GCSE Computer Science | Networks | Required knowledge

Wired

& Wireless networks

- Types of network

Local Area Network [LAMN]
Wide Area Metwork [WAN]

- Factors that affect the performance of
networks:

Bandwidth

Latency

Error rate
Transmiszion media

- Different roles of computers in a
network:

Client-server network
Peer-to-peer network

- Hardware needed to connect
standalone computers into a Local Area
MNetwork:

Wireless Access Points
Router

Switch

Network Interface Card (NIC)
Transmiszion Media

- The Int

ernet
Definition
Domain Name Server [DMS]
Web hosting

- Benefits / Drawbacks
The cloud

- Benefits / Drawbacks
Virtual networks

Network topologies,
protocols & layers

- Topologies
- Star
- Mesh
- Bus / Ring — why are these no
longer used?
- Wi-Fi:
- Frequency & channels
- Encryption
- Ethernet
- Definition

- IP addressing & MAC addressing
- Protocols:
- Transmission Control Protocal /
Internet Protocol [TCP/IF]
- Hyper Text Transfer Protocol
[HTTP]
- Hyper Text Transfer Protocol
Securs [HTTPS)
- File Transfer Protocol [FTP)]
- Post Office Protocol [POP)

[IMAP]
- Simple Mail Transfer Protocol
[SMTP]
- The concept of layers
- TCR/IP stack
- Packet Switching
- What is a packet?

network?

- Internet Message Access Protocol

- How are packets sent around a
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Paper 1 | GCSE Computer Science | System security | Required knowledge

- Forms of attack
- Passive vs. Active
- Threats posed to networks (how each
is carried out f/ suitable examples):
- Malware
- Phishing Threats to
- Social engineering (people as the data security
weak point in secure systems)
- Brute force attacks
- Denial of service attacks
- Data interception and theft
- The concept of 5QL injection
- Poor network policy.

- Identifying and preventing
vulnerabilities:
- Penetration testing
- Network forensics

. B Back up files
- Network policies
- Anti-malware software E Log off after use
- Firewalls
Safe file storage
- User access levels E
- Passwords ﬂ Passwords
- Encryption
] Authorised I
- Symmetric B i PR
- A-Symmetric B Antivirus

Paper 1 | GCSE Computer Science | System software | Required knowledge

- Purpose of systems software
- Functionality of systems software.

Memory Inputioutput Resource

s
] Operating systems [0.5.]: management control allocation
- Example of current 0.5. r !
; Operating system

- Userinterface
Command line LGS A ¥
ﬂiﬁ;gil [gfj? Error Processor File l'l d

= reporting management management

Voice input

- Memory management / multi-

tasking
- Peripheral management &

drivers
- User management

- File management
- Utility system software
- Why is utility software

nesded?
- Examples: Deleting data

- Encryption software
- Defragmentation
- Data compression

Lossy
Lossless

Anti-virus

software
- The role and methods of

A
-2 B
N = a0
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Ful Softwars updates [ Syam ceanu | m
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Paper 1 | GCSE Computer Science | Ethical, legal, cultural &
environmental issues | Required knowledge

- How to investigate & discuss Computer

- Ethical issues
- Definition
- Examples
- Legal issues
- Definition
- Examples
- Cultural issues
- Definition
- Examples
- Environmental issues
- Definition
- Examples
- Privacy issues
- Definition
- Examples

Science technologies while considering:

How key stakeholders are affected by
technologies.
Environmental impact of Computer
Science.
Cultural impact of Computer Science.
Open source vs. Proprietary software.
Legislation relevant to Computer
Science

- The Data Protection Act 1998

- Computer Misuse Act 1990

- Copyright Designs & Patents Act

1958
- Creative Commons Licensing

- Different levels of licensing.

- Freedom of Information Act 2000

Paper 2 | GCSE Computer Science | Computational thinking| Required knowledge

ALGORITHMS

COMPUTATIONAL LOGIC

Computational thinking
Abstraction
Decomposition
Algorithmic thinking

Why data is represented in computer
systems in binary form.

ID—Z[}-D*

Standard searching algorithms
Binary search
Linear search

Standard sorting algorithms
Bubble sort
Merge sort
Insertion sort

How to produce algorithms using:
Pseudo code
Flowcharts
Interpret, correct or complete
algorithms.

MHH-

mJ

Simple logic diagrams using the
operations:

- AMND

- OR

- NOT
Truth tables
Combining Boolean operators to two
levels using:

- AND

- OR

- NOT
Applying logical operators in
appropriate truth tables to solve
problems.
Applying computing-related
mathematics:

-+

-

- Exponentiation (*)
- MOD
- DIV

_lapan Crutpa - | et Ouyw
[ | r ]
Flewehare Pseudocode
E‘ PROGRAM make tea
put teabag in cup put teabag in cup
| WHILE {water not boiled)
" . boil water
f bl EMDWHILE
PoUr WALEF W CUp
Water P |
bailed VWHILE (sugar needed)
add sugar
2 EMDWWHILE
POUr Water in cup
WHILE (milk needed)
add milk
EMDWWHILE

WHILE {need o str)
$tar bed
EMDVWHILE

add milk
Server and finish
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Paper 2 | GCSE Computer Science | Programming | Required knowledge

Programming technigques

Sequence
Selection
- IF... ELSE...
lteration
- For & While
Basic string manipulation

Operations

-  ADD+

- SUBTRACT -
- DIVIDE/

- MULTIPLY *
- MOD

- D

file handling operations:

Comparison operators

Purpose of testing
- Types of testing
- lterative
- Final / terminal
- Selecting and using appropriate test
data
- logic errors
- Definition & examples.
Syntax errors
- Definition & examples.

Translators & facilities of languages

- open - -
- read Comparison Meaning
- write operator
- dlose =or== Is equal to
the use of records to store data
the use of 501 to search for data * Is greater than
Arrays < Is less than
- one dimensional arrays “xoorl= Is not equal to
- two dimensional arrays
= Greater than or equal to
sub prugrams <= Less than or eqgual to
- Functions
- Procedures - Operator priority: BIDMAS
Data types
- Integer e.g. 23 Robust programs
Real e.g. 23.7 - defensive design considerations:

Charactere.g. Aor 5
String e.g. A546TH
Boolean e.g. TRUE or FALSE.

- input sanitisation/validation
- planning for contingencies
- anticipating misuse
- authentication

- maintainability:
- Comments & Indentation

Low level languages:
- Machine language
- Op-code
- Operand
- Assembly language
- Mnemonics
High level languages:
- Source code
- Assembler
- Compiler
- Interpreter
Integrated development environment
(IDE).
- Source code editor.
- Error debugger.
- Run time environment.
- Translator (compiler or interpreter).
- Automation toals

Paper 2 | GCSE Computer Science | Data representation| Required knowledge

Numbers
- Binary — base 2.
- Denary — base 10
- Converting from binary to denary.
- Converting from denary to binary.
- Adding binary numbers.

- Owverflow error

Units.

- Nibble

- Byte

- Kilobyte

- Megabyte

- Gigabyte

- Terabyte

Hexadecimal (hex) numbers

- Hex — base 16

- Converting between hex and denary.
- Converting between hex and binary.

- Check digits
- What are they?
- How do they work?

O 1 0 1

*0 0 *1 +1

00 01 01 1
A

carried bit

Characters Binary Hax Decimal
- Character set.
Denition 0000 0 0
Unicode oool 1 1
0010 2 2
00l1l 3 3
Images
- Stored in binary on a computer. 0100 4 4
- Metadata 0101 5 5
- Pixel 0llo L] 6
- Colour depth 0111 7 7
- :isolutilon 1000 g g
- itmap images 1001 9 9
- Vector images
1010 A 10
1011 B 11
Sound
- Metadata 1100 C 12
- Sample rate 1101 D 13
Quality of sound 1110 E 14
File size 1111 F 15
- Sample interval
how sampling intervals and other
factors affect the size of a sound 5 F
file and the quality of its playback
- Bit rate f \
- 0101|1111
- Compression P

Need for compression
Types of compression
Lossy

Lossless

:

95 )




HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

Specification: OCR Cambridge Nationals L1+2 https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-
nationals/health-and-social-care-level-1-2-j835/

Specification Code: J835

Exam Date: Wednesday 3rd June 2026 PM

COURSEWORK UNITS

Students have now finished both of their coursework units (60% of final grade).
However, some students have opted to resit the first unit of coursework to improve
their grade. If you are doing the coursework resit, you must be regularly agreeing with
your teacher the times that you can attend after school. The department is currently
providing staff to help on Wednesdays and Fridays.

EXAM UNIT

e The exam paper is 1 hour and 15 minutes long
e The exam unit is worth 40% of the final grade.
e The exam date is Wednesday 3rd June 2026 in the afternoon

Preparing for success in the exam:

« Attend all scheduled after school exam practice sessions —we will agree the dates for these
shortly.
» We will give you the following things that you must use for revision:

> A specification which needs to be used like a checklist- this shows everything that is

on the exam.

Previous exam practise papers

Your exercise books to revise exam content.

Flash cards- we will guide you on how to write these.

Glossary of key words

Brainscape — online revision website (virtual flash cards)

« Learn how answer exam questions using the VIPS process you have been taught in
lessons and use the Verbometer to learn how to answer specific exam verbs
correctly.

» Use exam questions to practice writing structured answers- you may want to use
highlighters afterwards to self-assess that your structure is correct.

YVVVY

Students must attend all Health and Social Care lessons up until the exam.


https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/health-and-social-care-level-1-2-j835/
https://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/health-and-social-care-level-1-2-j835/

HOSPITALITY AND CATERING

Specification: WJEC Hospitality and Catering L1+2 https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-
2-vocational-award-in-hospitality-and-catering/#tab_keydocuments

Specification Code: 5409QA

Exam Date: Friday 12th June 2026 pm

COURSEWORK UNITS

Students are now nearly finished their controlled assessment unit (60% of final grade).
The department is currently in the process of internally assessing this before an
external moderation is completed.

EXAM UNIT

e The exam paper is 1 hour and 20 minutes long.
« The exam unit is worth 40% of the final grade.
« The exam date is Friday 12th June 2026 pm in the afternoon.

Preparing for success in the exam:

e The specification and all lessons are on teams to help with revision

e We advise all students to buy the revision textbook- we are selling these in the department
at the heavily discounted price of £5. They include everything that is on this exam.

e Attend all scheduled after school Exam practice sessions —we will agree the dates for these
shortly.

e We will give you the following things that you must use for revision:

o A specification which needs to be used like a checklist- this shows everything that is

on the exam.

Previous exam practise papers

Your exercise books to revise exam content.

Flash cards- we will guide you on how to write these.

Glossary of key words

Brainscape — online revision website (virtual flash cards)

0 O O O O

e Learn how answer exam questions using the VIPS process you have been taught in lessons
and use the Verbometer to learn how to answer specific exam verbs correctly.

e Use exam questions to practice writing structured answers- you may want to use highlighters
afterwards to self-assess that your structure is correct.

Students must attend all Hospitality and Catering lessons up until the exam.


https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-hospitality-and-catering/%23tab_keydocuments
https://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/level-1-2-vocational-award-in-hospitality-and-catering/%23tab_keydocuments

MEDIA STUDIES

Specification: Edugas Media Studies https://www.edugas.co.uk/qualifications/media-studies-
gcse/#tab_keydocuments

Specification Code: C680QS

Exam Dates:

Component 1 — Monday 18th May 2026

Component 2 — Tuesday 2nd June 2026

Course-

Component 1 (40% of GCSE)

Component 2 (30% of GCSE)

Component 3 (30% of GCSE) is coursework

What'’s in the Component 1 exam?

Section A: 55 minutes (including 10 minutes of making notes one the unseen text)
This section assesses media language and representation in relation to the following media forms:

e Advertising and marketing (adverts and film posters): No Time to Die, The Man with the
Golden Gun, This Girl Can and Quality Street.
Magazine covers (GQ Raheem Sterling and Vogue Malala)
Newspaper front pages (The Sun ‘Jabs Army’ and The Guardian ‘Boris Johnson’)

In Section A there will be two questions which are split into sub-questions:

e Question 1 (15 marks) will assess media language connected to one of the above set
products

e Question 2 (30 marks) will assess context and representation in relation to a different
media form from that’s assessed in question 1

Part B requires a comparison of an unseen resource with a set product in the same media
form. This question requires an extended response

Section B: 35 minutes

This section assesses Media Industries and Audiences in relation to the following media
forms:

The Sun The Archers
» one complete print edition of » one complete episode of The
the newspaper and selected key Archers and selected key pages
pages from The Sun website from The Archers website
Film Video Games
No Time to Die, 12 (2021) Fortnite (2017)
Media industries/ cross-media study only * selected key pages from the Fortnite
* selected key pages from the No Time to website
Die section of the Official James Bond 007 * extracts from the game may be considered
website to illustrate industry and audience issues



https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/media-studies-gcse/#tab_keydocuments
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/media-studies-gcse/#tab_keydocuments

In Section B there will be 2 questions:

* one stepped question on media industries
* one stepped question on audiences.

What’s in the Component 2 exam?

This component assesses all areas of the theoretical framework and contexts of the media in
relation to television and music.

Section A: Television

Set texts: Modern Family (15) S08,Ep2 (2016) Friends (12) S01,Ep1
(1994)

- one question on either media language or representation, which will be based on an
extract from one of the set television programme episodes to be viewed in the examination
(reference to relevant contexts may be required)

- one question on media industries, audiences or media contexts.

Section B: Music (music videos and online media)

Music Video Online

Contemporary music Music videos from Websites linked to the

videos the 1980s and early chosen contemporary music
1990s videos and artists

Two music videos from the The following Either

following options: music video : http://www.lizzo.com/

Either Lizzo, Good as Hell Or http://taylorswift.com/

(2019) TLC, Waterfalls (1995) AND

or Taylor Swift, The Man Either

(2020) http://www.justinbieber.com/

AND Or http://stormzy.com/

Either Justin Bieber Social and participatory

Intentions (2020) media in relation to an artist's

or Stormzy, Superheroes website will be studied.

(2020) Reference should be made at

least to Facebook and Twitter
We study Taylor Swift, Stormzy and TLC Waterfalls.

- one question on either media language or representation (reference to relevant contexts may be
required)

- one question on media industries, audiences, or media contexts.
Media Studies revision websites:

Mrs Fisher YouTube channel an excellent source of revision videos for the set texts and Media
theories.

https://www.youtube.com/@mrsfisher8961

The Edugas exam board website has all the past papers, the exam specification and the set text
booklets freely available.

https://www.eduqgas.co.uk/qualifications/media-studies-gcse/#tab keydocuments



https://www.youtube.com/@mrsfisher8961
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/media-studies-gcse/#tab_keydocuments

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Specification: AQA GCSE Religious Studies A AQA | Religious Studies | GCSE | Religious
Studies A
Specification Code: AQA8062NA

Exam Dates:
. Paper 1- Tuesday 12 May 2026- AM
. Paper 2- Wednesday 20 May 2026- PM

The GCSE RS full course is made up of 2 papers, each lasting 1 hour and 45
minutes- there are 4 topics on each paper.

Paper 1: The Study of Religion, Beliefs, Teachings and Practices. Topics-
Christian beliefs, Christian practices, Jewish beliefs and Jewish practices.

Paper 2: Thematic Studies. Topics- Religion, Relationships and Families, Religion
and Life, Religion, Peace and Conflict and Religion, Human Rights and Social
Justice.

In both exams, you are advised to answer all the AO1 mark questions in the first 45
minutes. This will then allow you to spend the hour left answering the 4 AO2/ 12 mark
questions. Remember, there will be SPAG marks attached to one of the AO2
questions and up to 5 extra marks available.

Question A is always a one-mark question and is multiple choice.

e.g: Which one of the following best expresses the idea that the divine (God, gods or
ultimate reality) is beyond this world?

A) Omnipotent B) Omniscient C) Transcendent D) Immanent [1 mark]

Question B is always a one-mark question and will ask you to “give
one”. You do not need to write in full sentences.

e.g: Give one criterion of a Just War. [1 marks]

Question C is always a four-mark question and will be an explanation question. You can
spend up to 4 minutes answering this question.

Paper 1, 4-mark question styles:

Explain two ways in which influences Christians/ Jews today. [4 marks]
Explain two contrasting ways/ examples/ practices of Christian/ Jewish . [4 marks]

Paper 2, 4-mark question styles:

e.g., Explain two contrasting beliefs/ teaching in contemporary British society about
In your answer, you should refer to the main religious tradition of Great Britain and one or more
other religious traditions. [4 marks]


https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062

The main religious tradition is Christianity. You must refer to Christian beliefs and teachings in
your answer or you won’t be credited.

e.g., Explain two similar beliefs/ teachings about . [4 marks]

Explain two contrasting beliefs/ teachings about . [4 marks]

‘Contrasting’ means ‘different’.

Question D is always a six-mark question and will be an explanation question
and will ask you include a reference to a religious teaching in your answer.
You can spend up to 5 minutes answering this question.

Paper 1, 6-mark question styles:

Explain two Christian/ Jewish teachings about . Refer to sacred writings
or another source of Christian/ Jewish belief and teaching in your answer. [6
marks]

Explain two ways in which Christians/ Jews [do a religious practice]. Refer to sacred
writings or another source of Christian/ Jewish belief and teaching in your answer. [6
marks]

Explain two reasons why Christians/ Jews [do a named religious practice]. Refer to
sacred writings or another source of Christian/ Jewish belief and teaching in your
answer. [6 marks]

Paper 2, 6-mark question styles:

Explain two religious beliefs about . Refer to sacred writings or
another source of religious belief and teaching in your answer. [6 marks]

Explain two religious beliefs about the use of zero hour contracts. Refer to sacred
writings or another source of religious belief and teaching in your answer. [6 marks]

Question E is always a twelve-mark question and will have a quotation followed
by the instruction “Discuss this statement. You should include different and
supported points of view and a personal viewpoint. You must refer to
Christianity/ Judaism in your answer.

Evaluate this statement.

In your answer you:

. Should refer to scripture, sacred writings or other religious texts

. Should give reasoned arguments in support of this statement

. Should give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view
. Should reach a justified conclusion. [12 marks]

USEFUL WEBSITES-

GCSE Religious Studies - AQA - BBC Bitesize
Welcome to Wise Revise - YouTube

Home - RE:quest (request.org.uk)

About God in Judaism | My Jewish Learning

If you have any further questions, please email arigby@gshs.org.uk



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zjgx47h
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGQDWTFacP4
https://request.org.uk/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/about-god-in-judaism/
mailto:arigby@gshs.org.uk

BTEC Tech Award in Digital Information Systems

Specification: Edexcel Digital Information Systems
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/digital-information-
technology-2022.html

Specification Code:

Exam date: Wednesday 1 May 2026 (afternoon)

Component 1 and 2 — Coursework Units

The BTEC Tech Award is a 60% coursework subject. 40% examination

Students must take responsibility at all times for keeping up to date with their coursework and
keeping to all deadlines as this will affect their overall grade.

Component 3 — Examination Unit
The written exam unit is worth 40% of the final grade.

Students have been gifted a revision guide by the department and revision sways are available for
most topics on OneNote.

There are four main areas of revision:

Modern Technologies Implications of Digital Systems
e Communication e Shared data
technologies e Environmental issues
e Cloud storage and e Equal access
computing e Acceptable use policies
e Using cloud technologies e Data protection
e Modern team working e Criminal use
¢ Inclusivity and accessibility
Planning and Communication Cyber Security
e Data flow diagrams e System attacks and external threats
¢ Flowcharts ¢ Internal threats and impact of breaches
e System Diagrams e User restrictions and finding weaknesses
e Tables e Data level protection
e Policy backups and recovery

Key websites for revision
https://www.knowitallninja.com/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0jHh80IfmdU&list=PL04uZ7242 M5C792Xry39ZSe3hOb3etQ
Q

(to search in youtube search “btec dit revision” and it is the playlist by Mr Brown)


https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/digital-information-technology-2022.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/digital-information-technology-2022.html
https://www.knowitallninja.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0jHh80IfmdU&list=PL04uZ7242_M5C7q2Xry39ZSe3hOb3etQQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0jHh80IfmdU&list=PL04uZ7242_M5C7q2Xry39ZSe3hOb3etQQ

GCSE Music

Specification: Edugas GCSE Music_htips://www.edugas.co.uk/media/by5boopf/edugas-gcse-
music-spec-from-2016-d.pdf

Specification Code: 601/8131/X
Exam Date: Friday 5" June 2026 pm
Component 1 and 2 — Coursework Units (60% final grade

e Component 1- Performance (30% final grade)
(internal deadline- 24" April 2026, external deadline — 5" May 2026)
Students need to complete 4-6 minutes of performances, with at least 1 minute
being ensemble performance. This is internally marked and moderated by the
exam board.

e Component 2- Composition (30% final grade)
(internal deadline- 24" April 2026, external deadline — 5" May 2026)

Students need to complete 3-6 minutes of composition across two compositions. One
composition must fit a brief given by the exam board, the other is a free brief. This is
internally marked and moderated by the exam board.

Component 3 — Examination Unit (40% final grade)

The listening exam will last approximately 1 74 hours, consisting of 8 questions (two on
each area of study). There will be a question on each of the set works (Africa- Toto &
Badinerie- JS Bach) and one extended writing question.

To answer the set works questions you will need to have studied the pieces very
carefully, and revised things such as the form/structure of the piece, important chord
patterns and any interesting features.

You should also learn about the background — who was the composer? When was it
written? Was it written for a specific purpose? Etc. The set work for AoS 1 includes a
viola, so in question 1 only you are expected to be able to work out the notes written in
the alto clef.
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There is a list of terms in Appendix C of the specification which contains all of the
words you need to know, apart from anything specific relating to the set works. You
should be able to understand these terms and use them yourself. You will also need to
learn any specific terms relating to the set works. You have created flashcards and
been given Knowledge organisers with all of these key words in them.

Questions in your music exam will be testing your knowledge in three areas:

 Elements of Music — melody, harmony, tonality, form and structure, dynamics,
sonority, texture, tempo, rhythm, metre

 Context — the time or place for which the music was written, or if it describes
something like a story or emotion

» Language — reading and writing in the treble and bass clef in simple and compound
chord symbols for chords within a major key e.g. C, Dm, Em, F, G(7) and Am,

reading and writing key signatures to four sharps and flats, and musical vocabulary
from Appendix C.

C major G major D major A major E major
A minor E minor B minor R# minor C# minor
)] (3] )] [)] )]
F major Bl major Eb major Ab major Db major
D minor G minor C minor F minor Bh minor
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One question in the exam will require a longer response. This could be in any area of
study but will not be based on a set work.

You should use the F.E.E.C paragraph format:
F- Feature Which element of music are you using.

E- Evidence- Where in the piece can you hear this element- it might be a section of
the piece or a particular instrument.

E- Explain- Explain using key musical terminology how this element is being used.
C- Conclusion- Link this back to the theme of the question.
Example answer:

The piece uses Melody in an interesting way in the violins at the beginning of the
piece. They are playing a descending pattern, consisting mainly of scalic
semiquavers. This is in a very high register for the violin, and the two violins are
playing harmonising notes in thirds. This links to the theme of ‘Autumn’ as it
represents the leaves falling from the tops of the trees down to the ground. The scalic
nature shows it is a gentle falling, and the harmonising thirds makes it sounds
calming, like it is natural for leaves to fall in Autumn.

One question will require you to notate the pitch or rhythm of a short part of the music.
There are lots of melodic and rhythmic dictation activities to practice online, try
https://www.teoria.com

The best practice for this examination is to listen to a wide variety of music and focus
on how the elements of music are being used. For example, is the melody conjunct or
disjunct? Is the tonality major or minor? How is the rhythm made up? Practice using
the words which apply to each element of music. You will have been given a pack with
a range of practice listening activities, and you will be emailed the answers to check
your answers. If you are incorrect, try and listen carefully again and see if you can
hear where you went wrong.

All students being entered for the exam must:

« Attend all scheduled school Exam sessions

« Use the resources given to practice the skills needed for the exam

 Ensure all performing and composing coursework is completed by the internal
deadline.

« Attend all lessons up until the exam date (including individual/small group music
tuition provided by external tutors)



GCSE Drama

Specification: AQA GCSE Drama AQA | Drama | GCSE | GCSE Drama
Specification Code: 8261

Exam Date: Friday 8" May 2026 (PM)

Component 2 and Component 3 (Coursework Units)

Component 2: Devising

Performance: Is now complete
Devising Log Overview: Friday 13" February 2026
Word Limit: Max 2500 words
Sections (each worth 20 marks):
1. Response to a Stimulus
2. Development and Collaboration
3. Analysis and Evaluation

Section 1: Response to a Stimulus

Explain your initial ideas and intentions for the devised piece. Include:
¢ Your chosen stimulus and why

Themes, ideas, and settings considered

Research findings

Your personal dramatic aims

Overall aims of the piece

Section 2: Development and Collaboration

Describe how your ideas evolved and how you worked with others. Include:
¢ How you refined your own and group ideas

Rehearsal process and changes made

Growth in theatrical skills

Response to feedback

How you applied your skills in the final piece

Section 3: Analysis and Evaluation
Reflect on your contribution and learning. Include:
e How your skills developed
e Your impact on the group and final outcome
e Strengths and areas for improvement
e What you learned and what you’d do differently next time

Component 3: Texts in Practice
Examiner Visit: 315t March 2026
Task: Memorise your chosen performance extract x2
Line Learning Tips:
¢ Run lines with a partner
Write them out
Record and listen like a song
Use cue lines and mnemonic devices
Have someone quiz you

Component 1: Understanding Drama (Written Exam)

Section A - Stage Directions, Stage confiqurations and Theatre roles

Stage Directions: Remember your left and right is opposite
Stage Configurations: Thrust, Traverse, End on, Promenade, Proscenium arch
Theatre roles: Director, Playwright, lighting designer etc.

Remember a Theatre Manager looks after the theatre, and a Stage
Manager looks after the stage and behind stage.


https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261/specification

Section B — Blood Brothers

Act One, Parts 1 and 2 Act One, Parts 3 and 4

® The play opens with Mickey * Time has moved forward; Mickey
and Edward’s deaths. Thisis a and Edward are now seven years
flash forward to the end of old.
the play. *  Mickey and Ecward meet and,

* Mrs Johnstone is persuaded when they discover they share
by Mrs Lyons to give her one of the same birthday, become bloed
her twins. brothers by making a tiny cut on

® Mrs Lyons threatens Mrs their hands and mingling their
Johnstone and then fires her. blood. This makes a pact between

them to remain friends for life.

® Both families, unbeknown to each
other, move from Liverpool to a
new town in the country.

Act Two, Part 3 *

®  Mickey and Linda get married Act Two, Parts 1 and 2
and are having a baby. !

.
® The boys fall out because Mickey e ey carion

) from where Act One ended.
has had to grow up too quickly
and Edward has not. * \We see the contrasting
education and school

®  Mickey commits a crime with experiences of Mickey and

Sammy and goes to jail. Edward. Edward attends a
® Mickey becomes addicted to private school, while Mickey
antidepressants. goes to a state secondary
modern school.
*  Mickey and Edward meet up
again as young adults and
Act Two, Part 4 rekindle their friendship.
# Edward and Linda start an affair. * Mrs Lyons violently attacks Mrs

Johnstone.

® Mrs Johnstone tells Edward and
Mickey they are brothers.

®  Mickey accidentally shoots
Edward and is then shot by the
police.

4 x short and extended answers on the play you have studied. You
answer from the perspective of a performer.

You will be given an extract to focus on and you answer questions
based on how you would use your vocal/physical skills to perform as
the character and explain your intended effect on the audience.

6.1) 4 Marks: Design- set, costume, lighting and sound - remember
1950s -1980s/ Liverpool / Industrialisation / Recession / Split of social
classes / themes of the play — violence, superstition, nature vs nurture

6.2) 8 Marks: How to act the character in the extract provided

6.3) 12 Marks: Spatial relationships between two characters in an
extract provided (interaction and reactions)

6.4) 20 Marks: How to play that character in this extract and the play
as a whole. You need two other moments from the play.

Section C - Live Theatre Question (32 Marks)
1 x question (from a choice) on a piece of live theatre you have seen. You are only
answering on acting.
You should be able to discuss a variety of aspects of one production giving a
personal analysis and evaluation
of the theatrical elements and how successfully meaning was communicated to the
audience.
AO03 is worth 12 marks and assesses your knowledge and terminology
A04 is worth 20 marks and assesses your analysis and evaluation




Here are some example structures for these approaches:

1. 2. 3.
Introduction Introduction Introduction
Use of voice Moment 1 Actor A
Physical skills Moment 2 Actor B
Use of space Moment 3 Actor C
Summary Summary Summary

How to write a paragraph for a moment:

Point - ‘Carter used her physical skills effectively to help reinforce her characterisation of
countess Elena Andrenyl.’

Describe - ‘As Carter attempts to make her way to her room, she walked across the train
carriage tentatively, moving with a bold and fast pace that slowed down and stopped
abruptly, when confronted by Ratchett (Simon Cotton). She also held her hands in front of
her with her eyes turned away avoiding Ratchett’s gaze.

Analyse - ‘This showed that she was determined to get to her cabin on the train but was
made to feel uneasy and slightly intimated by Ratchett blocking her path. However, from her
stopping close to Ratchett and using an upright posture, it shows although she is nervous,
she is standing her ground.

Evaluate - ‘Her use of movement was effective in demonstrating to the audience that The
Countess is of status and class and even a man as vile and self-important as Ratchett
would not intimidate her. Her use of movement and physicality helped to demonstrate her
character’s determination and strength in the face of obstacles. | found this to be a poignant
moment where | realised the strength of this character and was curious to see what else
she would do.

Evaluative phrases: Some suggestions
The way the opening was staged worked well because ...
The decision to set the scene by ... was successful because ...
The designer/actor/director quickly established the setting by ...
They immediately brought out the drama through/by ...
| was gripped/intrigued/enthralled/completely engaged by...
Dramal/tension/contrast was effectively created at the beginning by ....
One moment/idea that worked well was ... | liked the way the ...
The interpretation of... worked effectively because ...
An effective moment was when ...

This was a good way of showing ... This was a good idea because ....
... clearly communicated/ established/ indicated/ represented/ showed ...
... was dramatic/ tense/ realistic ... ... created/ added tension

The scene/moment more effective by ...
The scene was made dramatic/ tense by...
The characterisation of... successfully conveyed.... by ...(staging skills)

Resources
GCSE Drama - AQA - BBC Bitesize

Free GCSE Drama AQA Revision Content — Study Rocket

AQA GCSE Drama Revision | Quizlet

NS Archive 2024: A Christmas Carol | Northern Stage



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zrnjwty
https://studyrocket.co.uk/revision/gcse-drama-aqa
https://quizlet.com/gb/content/aqa-gcse-drama-flashcards
https://northernstage.co.uk/ns-archive-2024-a-christmas-carol/

Sport

Specification: BTEC Tech Award in Sport
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/sport-2022.html
Exam Date: Thursday 7th May 2026 am- 1 hour 30 minutes.

Component 3: Developing Fitness to Improve Other Participants Performance in Sport and
Physical Activity.

Learning Outcome A: The Importance of fithess for successful participation in sport.
e Components of Physical Fitness and the sports they benefit.
e Components of Skill-Related Fitness and the sports they benefit.
e Fitness Training Principles — FITT & Additional Principles (Progressive Overload,
Specificity, Individual Differences, Adaptation, Reversibility, Variation, Rest and Recovery.)
e Exercise Intensity — Heart rate, training zones, The Borg Rating of Perceived Exertion
Scale, Repetition Max, Technology to measure exercise intensity.

Learning Outcome B: Importance of fithess testing and requirements for administration of each
fitness test.

e Reasons for fithess testing

e Pre-test procedures
e Further requirements of administration of fithess tests
e Reliability, validity and practicality of tests
e Fitness test methods and interpretation of results;
Component of Physical Fithess Fitness Tests
A bic End Multi Stage Fitness Test (MSFT), Yo-Yo Test, Harvard
erobic Endurance Step Test, 12 Minute Cooper Run.
One Minute Press Up Test, One Minute Sit Up Test,
Muscular Endurance Timed Plank Test.
Flexibilit Sit and Reach Test, Shoulder Flexibility Test, Calf
exibility Muscle Flexibility Test.
Speed 30 Metre Sprint Test, 30 Meter Flying Sprint.
Muscular Strength Grip Dynamometer, One Rep Maximum.
. Body Mass Index, Bioelectrical Impedance Analysis,
Body Composition Waist to Hip Ratio
Component_ of Skill-Related Fitness Tests
Fitness
Agility lllinois Agility Run, T-test.
Balance Stork Stand Test, Y Balance Test.
. . Alternate hand wall toss test, Stick Flip Coordination
Coordination Test
Reaction Time Ruler Drop Test, Online Reaction Time Test.
p Vertical Jump Test, Standing Broad Jump, Margaria
ower Kalamen Power Test



https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/sport-2022.html

Learning Outcome C: Requirements for each of the fitness Training Methods

Warm up — Pule Raiser activities, Mobility and Stretching.

Link each training method to associated component of fitness.

Aerobic Endurance: Continuous Training, Circuit Training, Fartlek Training, Interval
Training.

Muscular Endurance: Free Weights, Fixed Resistance Machines, Circuit Training.
Flexibility: Static Active Stretching, Static Passive Stretching, Proprioceptive Neuromuscular
Facilitation (PNF).

Muscular Strength: Free Weights & Fixed Resistance Machines.

Speed: Acceleration Sprints, Interval Training, Resistance Dirills.

Agility: Speed, Agility and Quickness Training (SAQ).

Power: Plyometrics.

Balance: Static Balance, Dynamic Balance

Additional requirements for each training method.

The effects of long-term fitness training on the body.

Learning Aim D: Personal information to aid training fithess programme design.

Aims and Objectives

Personal Information

Fitness Programme Design
Motivation for Fitness Programming
Goal Setting

Revision Resources

SWAY Document - hitps://sway.cloud.microsoft/xvkjcDooogSPtUb3?play (document has been e-
mailed to all students — will need to log in using school Outlook account)

Revision Booklets — For each Learning Aim, handed out in class (please see your teacher if you
need another copy).

Textbooks (Pearson website) - Sport (2022) | BTEC Tech Award | Pearson qualifications

Course Materials (Pearson website) - Sport (2022) | BTEC Tech Award | Pearson qualifications



https://sway.cloud.microsoft/xvkjcDoooqSPtUb3?play
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/sport-2022.resources.html?filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Publisher%2FPearson
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/sport-2022.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments

