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1. Prom Passport

2. Supporting your child throughout their final 

year.

3. Careers/Sixth Form and next steps

Aims of this session



GCSE Results Day



Passport to Prom
Prom is a privilege and reward for all the hard work in years 10 and 
11.
To qualify -
Students need to have excellent attendance
Have positive rewards
Attended all lessons throughout the school day and intervention 
sessions
Excellent punctuality throughout the day
Adhere to the uniform policy



GCSE Prom 2026
• Provisionally booked at St James Park on Thursday 25th June 2026.

• Year 11 reward points will add up to the PROM- a ticket for the highest achiever.

• We expect the Prom to cost approximately £35-40 per person and this will include a drink on entrance, a two 
course meal and a DJ. There will be a photographic studio on site, where printed photographs will be available for 
an additional cost, TBC.

• Additionally, with regards to clothing for the Prom, we have a small selection of items available to loan, free of 
charge from previous years. If you would like to access this, please do not hesitate to contact our Family Liaison 
Worker Ruth Law.

• The Community Clothing Scheme and Prom in the Community also have a large selection available to hire and are 
contactable on social media channels.

• If you experience any difficulty with the cost of this activity, please do not hesitate to contact us. You can send an 
email to enquiries@gshs.org.uk or call 0191 2161115 to speak to reception. Please be assured that your enquiry 
will be addressed confidentially.

• We would also like to take this opportunity to remind parents that admission to our Year 11 Prom, as always, is a 
privilege. The school therefore reserves the right to refuse ticket sales to any student who falls below our high 
expectations with regards to attendance, uniform or behaviour throughout the school year or refund any ticket 
sales where we deem it necessary.

mailto:enquiries@gshs.org.uk


READY
Be on time to school and to lessons

Wear full uniform
Have equipment

Have a positive attitude

SAFE
Stop when staff ask you to

Walk calmly and sensibly around 
the classroom and school

In practical subjects follow 
departmental safety rules

RESPECTFUL
Of Ourselves

Try your best at all 
times

Be proud of your 
achievements

Be honest: try to do and 
say the right thing

Of Others
Listen without comment whilst others are 

speaking
Be kind

Speak calmly and politely
Use appropriate language

Allow others to learn

The Environment

Take pride in our place 
of learning

Put litter in the bin

Look after equipment 
and resources

AT GEORGE STEPHENSON HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENTS ARE:



• Space to complete Home 

Learning

• SIMs App / Class Charts

• Encourage other, non-

academic activities, after-

school clubs – wellbeing is 

crucial.

• Use school website to check 

what your child is studying

Our Communication Apps and Home Learning



Academic support



• As Progress Leader I am constantly monitoring:

- Progress report data

- Attendance

- Effort grades

- Class charts data, in particular Home Learning codes

- Post 16 destination goals

• I am checking to see if any student is performing significantly 

below their flight paths or declining in any of these categories. 

If so, I will then intervene to help find the right support for the 

student.

• If these interventions are needed I will contact home and 

keep you informed. Please also feel free to contact me 

with concerns about progress at any time.

Monitoring and support



What support will be in place? 

• Well-being and mental health.

• Study skills in tutorials and tutor time.

• After school study session timetable.

• Registration targeted revision lists.

• Retention and recall skills in lessons.

• Formal exam practice (mock exams) in November and March.

• Preparation for Success day in January

• English and Maths tutoring (some students)

• SLT mentoring (some students)

• Sixth form mentoring (some students)

• Careers and post 16 guidance (Connexions and Mrs Bell).

• Please get in touch,or encourage students to come and find us if 

you're struggling.



It is really important that your child attends in time for 

registration (the bell now rings at 8.25am so they have 5 minutes 

to get to form for 8.30am) as they will receive a study skills and 

personal development package.

This half term they will look at study skills and revision techniques 

and be given guidance by their tutors about starting revision and 

how to make revision successful.

Next half term they will look at careers and next steps for post 16.

Each morning they have access to a great tutor who can help 

support and guide them through the examination year and onto 

their next destinations.

Tutor time programme



After School Support Timetable – 

Printed copies available   

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Before 
school 
8.00-
8.30am

Week 1 only
History 8-8.25 Exam skills 
session open to all students 
(C24)

Week 1 and 2
MFL Spring /Summer Term 
running 10 weeks Jan – April 
for all classes

After 
school
Week 1/2

Week 1 and 
2
• Maths 

and 
Further 
Maths

Week 1 and 2
• Separate Science Lesson

Week 1 and 2

• GCSE Combined Science 
(C31)

• Geography
• Business
• Art
• Photography
• Textiles (F1)

Week 2
• History (C24) Revision 

sessions during mock exam 
season only and after 
Easter for final exams

Week 1 and 2
• English

Week 1 and 2
• Religious 

Studies 
(C21)

• History 
catch-up 
(invite 
only) 
(C24)



School website



Supporting Your Child’s Progress

Visit: https://www.gshs.org.uk

https://www.gshs.org.uk/


School website



Year 11 useful information

Available in hardcopy today and online on 

the website



All will be updated soon 
for July 2026



Key Dates this Year

Date Event

Thursday 18September Year 11 Information Evening (in person)

Monday 29 September Year 11 Progress Report shared with parents

Thursday 23 October GSHS Sixth Form Open Evening

Monday 3 November- Thursday 13 

November
Year 11 Mocks (1) 

Monday 5 January Year 11 Mock Results assembly/ Year 11 Progress Report shared with 

parents

Thursday 15 January

Year 11 Preparation for Success day

Year 11 Face to Face Parents Evening with parents' examination 

information session 4.00- 7.30pm

Wednesday 19 January- Friday 30th 

January
Year 11 Mocks (2)

Friday 6 March Dimensions Day- Year 11 Post 16 Taster Day

Monday 16th March

Monday 30th March

Year 11 Progress Report shared with parents

Start of GCSE Art, Textiles and Photograph exams

Monday 27 April Start of GCSE MFL speaking

Thursday 7 May External GCSE exams begin

Tuesday 23 June Year 11 Leavers' Assembly

Wednesday 24 June Exams Contingency Day/ GCSE exams finish

Thursday 25 June Year 11 Prom



English

Mrs H Bell



English

• Students prepare for two qualifications:

• GCSE English Language

• GCSE English Literature

• Both will be assessed by terminal exams in the summer of 

2026

• Exam Board EDEXCEL

• No tier of entry

• Every student sits the same exam

• Grading system 9-1



GCSE English Language

• Paper 1: Fiction and Imaginative Writing 1 hour 45 minutes 
(worth 40%)

• Section A: Short/long questions on unseen 19th Century fiction 
(1 hour) (24 marks).

• Section B: Two images provides as stimulus for Imaginative 
Writing (45 minutes) (40 marks)

• Paper 2: Non Fiction, Literary Non-fiction and 
Transactional Writing (2 hours 5 minutes) (worth 60%)

• Section A: Short answers on two non-fiction texts, followed by a 
longer response question. (1 hour 20) (56 marks)

• Section B: Two options of writing tasks thematically linked to 
the reading materials – letter, job applications, reviews etc. (45 
minutes) (40 marks)



GCSE English Literature

• Examination texts are studied with a light touch at Year 9 and then 
studied in more detail during Year 10 and 11.

• Paper 1: Shakespeare and Post-1914 Literature

• Section A: Shakespeare: Part A on an extract, Part B whole text – 
‘Macbeth’ (55 minutes) (40 marks).

• Section B: Post-1914 Literature: choose one question out of two. 
These are theme or character questions. ‘An Inspector Calls’ (50 
minutes) (40 marks)

• Paper 2: 19th Century Novel and Poetry since 1789

• Section A: 19th Century novel. Part a on extract, Part B on the full text 
‘Jekyll and Hyde’ or ‘A Christmas Carol’ (55 minutes) (40 marks)

• Section B: Poetry since 1789: one named poem from a cluster in the 
anthology (Conflict) that will be printed – students compare it to 
another (unprinted) of their choice. (35 minutes) (20 marks)

• Students then also compare two thematically linked unseen 
contemporary poems (45 minutes) (20 marks)



How Can Parents Help?

• Encourage reading of all kinds.

• Start revising for mock exams now.

• Read the texts and discuss them with your child. Watch film 

versions at home. Encourage students to attend after school 

revision sessions and lectures. Encourage them to be proactive in 

their learning – use the internet as a resource and use online study 

guides to help.

• Encourage your child to re-read all the Literature texts again at 

home – it is vital they have a good understanding of these texts for 

the exam.

• Encourage your son/daughter to read and discuss non-fiction texts 

e.g. newspapers, leaflets, letters and magazine.

• Encourage your son/daughter to attend their English revision 

session on a Thursday after school. In this session students are 

planning answers and writing responses to exam questions.

• All students will be provided with revision guides for the Literature 

set texts.

• Above all stress the importance of English and these qualifications 

and that hard work in lessons will pay off with a good grade in the 

exam.



Miss J Torbitt



Edexcel GCSE Mathematics 1MA1

• 100% external exams

• Three exams that are 90 minutes each

• Equally weighted

• Foundation Tier – Grades 1-5

• Higher Tier – Grades 4-9

• Paper 1 (Non-Calculator)

• Paper 2 (Calculator)

• Paper 3 (Calculator)

• Any content can be assessed on any paper



• Practice makes permanent

• Revision Guides

• Sparx Maths – all students have a log in and can complete any task at home as extra 

revision

• Corbett Maths – "5 a day" provide good, quick revision, plus videos and worksheets 

for every topic

• On Maths – online, self- marking exam papers and questions

• Maths Genie – exam questions sorted by topic

• Pearson Edexcel Revise app

• PinPoint Learning – the game changer!

The only way to improve at Maths 

is to do Maths





• Promote a positive outlook – talk about maths with 
encouragement, even if it wasn’t your favourite subject at school. 
Research shows that the way parents speak about maths can 
influence children’s confidence more than what happens in the 
classroom.

• Encourage completion of home learning – this helps your child 
consolidate their understanding between lessons.

• Support strong attendance – students with 95%+ attendance in 
maths typically make much stronger progress.

• Practise key formulae together – a quick test at home can make 
all the difference to memory and confidence.

• Take an interest – asking about what they’re learning and praising 
their effort (not just results) builds motivation.

• Promote regular independent revision – little and often works 
best, and showing interest in what they’re revising can really help 
them stay on track.

How can you help?



Thank you for the support last year!!!

Careers & Work 

Experience

Over 170 employers supported us, almost all students who 

wanted a placement managed to find one!

Community



Careers assemblies each year, alongside focused 

careers weeks in subject areas and careers lessons

Y10 Careers Lessons, Mock interviews and Work Experience

Y11 Careers lessons

Connexions advice meetings from October (impartial guidance)

1:1 with Sixth Form staff/SLT

Sixth Form Open Evening – Thursday 23rd October

Careers Fair in March

Dimensions Day in March with students spending time in Sixth Form 

or going on a college visit

College and Apprenticeship applications 

The Journey So Far!
Ambition



Support for Parents

www.ucas.com

www.unifrog.org
www.gshs.org.uk

College and Sixth Form 

websites hold a lot 

of information too!



Sixth Form
@gs_sixthform



What makes us proud?
A

m
b

itio
n

Of the students in the cohort:

76% applied to university 

4% chose the apprenticeship route

16% chose to go into employment

4% chose to go into further education

Of the students who applied to university:

92% got their first choice university (national 82%)

6% got their insurance choice university

43% are going to a Russell Group university (world-class, research intensive – 1 

student went to Cambridge)

A range of competitive courses including: Biopharmaceutical Science, Civil 

Engineering, History, Politics, Journalism, Nursing, Physiotherapy, Primary 

Education, Social Work

• 100% Pass Rate!

• 46% A*-B grades 

• 74% A*-C grades

• Average A-Level grade – C+ 

Average Applied grade – Dist



Expert Teaching

Excellent Support

Exposure to Opportunities

What makes us proud?



Psychology

Sociology

English Language

English Literature

Media

French

Spanish

Maths

Biology

Physics

Chemistry

Applied Science

BTEC Sport

BTEC Music

Health and Social Care

History

Politics

Geography

Art

Textiles

Photography

Business Studies

Computer Science

Philosophy and Ethics



Beyond the Curriculum
C

o
m

m
u

n
ity

• Non-teaching staff to support with academics, pastoral issues and general 

wellbeing 

•

Dedicated time every week for Enrichment, designed to support students 

with gaining skills, knowledge and experience ready for Post 18 

destinations

• Volunteering/work experience in the community

• Mock interviews and careers workshops 

• Guest speakers in weekly from universities, apprenticeship providers, 

employers, charities

• Trips and visits (subject specific i.e Sociology to law courts, Media to BBC 

Young Reporter and to support future plans i.e university visits, trips to 

work places)



What Next?

• Connexions appointments begin – October

• Sixth Form Open Evening – Thursday 23rd October

• 6th Form applications open  – January/February

• Student 1:1 with Sixth Form Team/SLT - January/February

• 6th March Dimensions Day (6th Form Taster lessons and 

College Visit)

• Regular support regarding Post 16 destinations 

• Results Day – Thursday 20th August 



Good luck to all of our Year 11 students in the 

year ahead and remember we are very proud 

of you!
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