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“Oh Come All Ye Faithfuls” 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Is there a traitor among us? Staff and students are currently trying to work out the 

traitors in their midst after 70 staff members signed up to take part in the challenge. 

Over the next three weeks, teams—supported by tutor groups—will take on a series 

of tasks. Suspicious activity is already rife; three staff members were dramatically 

“killed” in plain sight on Wednesday. However, during the first after-school banishment 

we successfully uncovered the first traitor: Miss Clark. Staff had to justify their votes, 

and my favourite was from Mr Bell who said that she ‘reeks of guilt!’. Students have 

their own suspicions, and several have shockingly said that they have their eyes on 

me. I have assured them that I am 100% faithful, and I would be far too obvious a 

suspect… surely! 

We are once again collecting for the Bay Food Bank hampers, as we have done over 

the past three years. As a school and a community, your generosity has been 

incredible. Last year we were the bank’s largest contributor, and we hope to come 

together to surpass that achievement. Please refer to the recent ParentMail for full 

details. The deadline for contributions is Tuesday 9th December 

I would also like to congratulate our Year 11 students for their excellent attitude and 

effort during the recent mock exams. Their conduct was exemplary. In the coming 

weeks students will receive feedback from their teachers and will receive their grades 

in a mock results morning on 5th January. We have high hopes for all our students 

and wish them the best. We remain committed to helping and supporting them every 

step of the way. The after-school revision programme is now in full swing, with 

sessions well attended and offering valuable personal help where needed. 

Next Monday Year 8 will take part in their Sikhi day. Their lessons will be linked to Sikhi 

including studying Sikhi poets in English, learning Gurmukhi in MFL and Indian 

drumming in Music. Students will also have the opportunity to visit a Gurdwara to see 

Sewa, selfless service, in action. They will hear Sikhi musicians, see a Sikhi martial 

arts display and hopefully, enjoy some delicious langar.  

We were proud to have an excellent group of students attend a STEM event hosted 

by the Newcastle United Foundation on Wednesday. Three of our students were even 

interviewed on BBC Newcastle.  Their segment can be found here at 2hr 26min. 
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On Monday, we launch our Advent Attendance Challenge – “Be in to Win!” 

Students with excellent attendance over the next three weeks, and who have not 

received duty support or relocation, will be eligible for a range of prizes. The first prizes 

will be available from Monday 8th December.  

As we head into the festive season, we are excited to celebrate the hard work and 

achievements of all our students. On Thursday 11th December at 6.30pm, we will 

hold our Winter Showcase performance, guaranteed to get you into the Christmas 

spirit. Tickets will be available on the door for £3 

During the final week of term, we will recognise students’ efforts with our rewards 

assemblies and our Christmas Meal served on Thursday 18th December. On the last 

day of term we will have our Christmas Jumper day, and school will finish slightly 

earlier at 1.25pm. Scholars buses will leave at 1.30pm; we will supervise any student 

who needs to remain in school. If this applies to your child, please contact 

enquiries@gshs.org.uk Please note that there will be no scholars’ buses at the end of 

the day. 

Thank you all for your continued support, and have a lovely weekend, 
 
Best wishes, 

 
 
 
 

Mr. P. Douthwaite 
Headteacher 
 

Key dates next half term (Please check the school website for updates) 

December 
Year 8 Sikhi Day – Monday 1st December 
Year 9 Parents Evening - Thursday 4th December 
Christmas Concert – Thursday 11th December  
Year 7 iLearn Human Rights Day – Friday 12th December 
School Closes for Christmas – Friday 19th December 

 

Student support and safeguarding   
Designated Safeguarding Leader: Mrs Louise Dunn   
Deputy Safeguarding Leader: Mr Alex Lunn    
SENDCo: Mrs Rebecca Bennett  
 
Please remember that we are here to support you and your child at any time.   
You can contact us via the main office (phone) or by email  
For queries regarding attendance or absence, please email absence@gshs.org.uk  
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