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“This bud of love, by summer’s ripening breath, 
May prove a beauteous flower when next we meet.." 

Shakespeare - Romeo and Juliet 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

The sun has shone in many ways this week. Our Year 11 students had a lovely leavers’ 
assembly on Wednesday. It was a time to reflect on their years at GSHS and wish them all the 
best of luck for the future, whether that is staying with our sixth form or leaving for pastures 
new. 

They really are a lovely group, and we are looking forward to celebrating with them tonight for 
their leavers’ prom at St. James Park. 50 staff will also be attending, which I always think 
reflects on the positive relationships that we have within the school between staff and students. 

There were also several very creative shirts to be signed! 
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Year 13 leavers had a lovely day the previous week. This was a smaller year group than 
normal, but they have been an absolute pleasure – we wish them the very best for the future as 
they leave for a range of universities, with two students getting into Cambridge, and others 
pursuing apprenticeships or jobs. Thank you to Mrs. Bell and Mrs. Ronan for organising a great 
send off and sharing in their celebrations. 

 

It was also a pleasure to give Hannah her prize for getting shortlisted for the NTLT Star Awards 
‘Inspiration’ Award. We had nearly 100 nominations in total, and all students will get a 
certificate. Hannah is away for the actual awards ceremony, so it was nice to be able to present 
it to her as part of the leavers’ assembly. 

“Hannah embodies commitment and maturity across all aspects of sixth form life. A highly 
decorated dancer, she has won several world titles while maintaining a disciplined approach to 
her A-level studies. Beyond her own success, Hannah gives her time to teach and encourage 
younger dancers, sharing her skills with genuine generosity. Whether in the classroom or her 
part-time job, her organisation and work ethic are remarkable. Her steady encouragement and 
perseverance have a noticeable impact on everyone around her.” 

In the meantime, the rest of the school is as busy as ever – five of our Year 12 Chemistry 
students went to Manchester to showcase their work at an IRIS (Institute of Research in 
Schools) conference.  
 
They heard from keynote speakers and then did an incredible job of discussing their own 
research using the poster they have produced.  

 



 
 

 

The new student induction process plays a key part in the smooth transition from primary to 
secondary school, and we have been welcoming our new Year 6 students, and many of their 
parents, from their individual schools for transition days this week. All our new Year 7 students 
are in together on Monday for a full induction day, and the leadership team will be meeting with 
all families individually next Tuesday and Wednesday. We will also be welcoming students from 
some of the local middle schools, who we are excited to have joining us. 

In the sixth form next year, we are expecting our highest ever uptake, and we also have the 
largest number of external applicants. 

In other exciting news I spoke with the DfE this week about the school rebuilding programme. 
The process was due to start in April 2027; however, the starting date has been moved 
forward, and we are now meeting with them this term. I will update you on timescales once I 
have met with them. 
 
Finally, as you know, we have had a noticeable change in the weather this week. Next week is 
slightly cooler but as we are closed for a training day tomorrow, and as we get further into the 
summer, it is timely to talk to students about keeping themselves safe outside of school. We do 
this in our assemblies, tutor sessions and health lessons however I would also ask that you talk 
to your child about the dangers of open water, sun exposure and the importance of staying 
hydrated at this time of year, just so we can collectively reinforce that message. 
 

Thank you once again for all your support. 

Best wishes, 

 

 

Mr. P. Douthwaite 

Headteacher 

Student support and safeguarding   
Designated Safeguarding Leader: Mrs Louise Dunn   
Deputy Safeguarding Leader: Mr Alex Lunn    
SENDCo: Mrs Rebecca Bennett  
 
Please remember that we are here to support you and your child at any time.   
You can contact us via the main office (phone) or by email  
For queries regarding attendance or absence, please email  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Key dates and the half term ahead (Please check the school website for updates) 

June 
School closed for Training Day – Friday 26th June  
Year 8 Progress Report to Parents - Monday 29th June 
Year 6 Induction Day – Monday 29th June 
Year 6 and new Year 9 Family Meetings – Tuesday 30th June and Wednesday 1st July 
 
July 
Year 10 Villiers Park Residential Leaves – Monday 6th July  
Year 11 into Sixth Form Parent Information evening – Tuesday 2nd July 5-6pm 
Year 13 English Tip to Stratford Leaves – Monday 6th July returns Wednesday 8th July 
Year 10 Tapas Trip – Thursday 9th July 
Year 12 Biology Practical Trip to Seaton Sluice – Thursday 9th July 
Year 7 Progress Report 3 to Parents – Monday 13th July 
Year 12 Work Experience Week begins – Monday 13th July 
Sports Day – Wednesday 15th July 
Rewards Afternoon – Thursday 16th July 
Year 10 Progress Report 3 to Parents – Friday 17th July 
School Closes for Summer – Friday 17th July 
 
August Results Days 
A Level Results Day – Thursday 13th August 
GCSE Results Day – Thursday 20th August 
 
September 
School closed for Training Day – Tuesday 1st September 
School reopens for Year 7 – Wednesday 2nd September 
School reopens for ALL – Thursday 3rd September 

 

 


