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Evolve Wins Top Award 3

On Thursday 2" July, The Journal held its annual Schools Awards at the Centre for Life in
Newcastle. This year Evolve was nominated 1in
judged to be in the top three from all of the entries and invited to the event. We had got to this
stage in the past and come in as runners up but this year we were hoping to do one better and
win.

Alice Rutherford and Alex Stokoe (both Year 12) attended the event representing the Evolve team
with Mrs Emmerson and Mr Hunter. We waited for our category to be called and then went up on
stage to do our presentation giving the audience some information about why Evolve is so great.

We watched the other newspaper teams (Cedar Sports College and Thornaby Community School)
present, getting more and more nervous on the side of the stage.

Brian Aitken, the editor of The Journal, was awarding the prizes. He said he had been impressed
with the quality of all the newspapers but that the winner was Evolve! We collected our trophy,
certificate and prize money from Mr Atkien and had our photograph taken for The Journal.

We were also interviewed by The Journal for a large feature to appear in Thursday 9"J ul y 6 s
edition and in The Evening Gazette. You can also see video coverage of the event at
thejournallive.co.uk.

t

Ot her winners included Amberl ey Primary School

their whole school focus on responsible use of materials, recycling, energy saving and reducing
climate change.

It was a fantastic event and even better as we came away in first place. Thank you to everyone
who has helped make Evolve as brilliant as it is. Thanks to the prize money, our award winning
magazine has a larger budget so watch this space for a bigger, better Evolve magazine in the
futureé

Written by Alice Rutherford
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Amberley Interactive Yearbook

Over the last few weeks, students and
staff from George Stephenson High
School have been helping to create
yearbook for the feeder schools. Steve
Brown helped with the Amberley project,
while Mr McElwee helped with the whole
experience.

On Tuesday 16" June George

Stephenson organised for Amberley

Pri mary School 6s year
| the Long Benton CLC to make an

~ interactive yearbook.

Amberley was the third school to make an
interactive yearbook. The students had to complete a four slide PowerPoint. This involved writing
a poem about their school, filming themselves answering questions and recording their own
voices. Once they had finished their Power Point
The end result was a picture of the year, whict
their PowerPoint.

Six Year 8 students from George Stephenson helped out at the CLC. They mainly worked with
converting video files and downloading files from the cameras, but also helped with any general
problems.

Overall the day gave the Amberley Students a chance to practise their I.C.T skills, while making
something that was actually useful. It also gave the Year 8s a chance to improve their I.C.T skills
while helping others.

When asked about the projects Mr h
term is quite an emotional time for our new Year 6 intake. They wi

fondness and perhaps sadness on the great experiences gai

looking forward with excitement and a little trepidation to

Stephenson High School.

AWe decided to try an S
a lasting memory of this important time in the

AThe event has beeédn

Bailey Green, Shiremoor and West Moo

staff recording and burning their DVDs.

their lasting memories of teachers and

new, exciting opportunities at high sc

Al't 1 s amazing h Ve

anticipate leading their leavers ass
time capsule to remember their past
A

They are a superb way to conclude
primary school, as well as a chance
settingo.

Written By Steven Brown & Mr McEI



Mrs Welsh Interview S

As Mrs Welsh is leaving at the
end of the school year, Evolve
interviews her on her career,
achievements and plans for the
future. We think she has made
an outstanding difference to the
school and general academic
life. We all wish her the best of
luck for the future.

Q:When did you decide you wanted to become a teacher?
A: Probably when | was around eleven or twelve and teachers in my school were all good and
seemed very happy. | really wanted to be like them and | have really loved my choice of job.

Q: Who was your biggest role model when you were younger (not a teacher)?

A: I didnét really have a role model from t he
teachers.

Q: What would you be i f you werendt a teacher?
A: I dondét know. | 6ve never wanted to do anyt hi

Q: How did you start in the educational career path?
A: Well | started out in Jedburgh in Scotland. | was a Geography teacher for a high school and |
think | began in around 1972.

Q: When did you become head teacher here at George Stephenson High School?
A: | became the head teacher in January 1987.

Q: What other schools have you taught at?

A: | have taught at Whitley Bay High, King Edward IV, St. Ivo School just outside of Cambridge

and Castle Bray in Edinburgh. The important t hi
the students.

Q: What was the school like when you came here?

A: Very different from what it is like now. The buildings were drab and cold all the time. The

corridors had nothing on the walls and were bleak and felt miserable. The roof leaked all the

time. But behaviour wise it was absolutely terrible. | remember on my very first day as | walked

down the corridors, the school felt very aggressive to anyone and people were always shouting

at each other. There was nothing really to excite students about learning so they turned
extremely aggressive and angry. | 06m so glad it

Q: What changes do you think you have made to the school?



Mrs Welsh Interview

Q: How do you feel the school responded to your changes?

A: Very well indeed. When | came here the staff wanted to make the school a better place
and | helped them. | have to say though that without their help and support it would have
been a lot harder.

Q: What was the best achievement of the school?
A: | think the greatest achievement of the school has been how much more the students are
achieving more not just in school but also in extra-curricular activities.

Q: How do think the school will respond to a new head?

A: Well, | think the staff work well together and will help the new head in as many ways as
they can. | also think that the students will try to help the new head and | feel he wants them
to learn and be great and that they all want that too.

Q: Have you ever met the new head teacher?

A: A few times actually. We are actually meeting very regularly before | leave so that | can
teach him as much as | know about the school so that he can easily work with the school
when he arrives.

Q: What do you think of the new head teacher?

A: | like him a great deal. | think that we are very similar in the ways we think of schools and
education and | feel that that will help the school a lot in the change. We also get on very
well with each other.

Q: The Evolve (or the ex Rocket) has obviously been going on for a long time, did you
have anything to do with it starting?

A: Well members of staff came to me with the idea of a school magazine or paper and |
assisted them in any way | could with it starting.

Q: What do you think of the Evolve?
A: | think that it is an amazing magazine and that many people, both students and parents,
enjoy it. | also like the fact that it is run by the students and not by the adults in the school.

Q: What will the new head teacher think
of the Evolve?

A: He will definitely be very enthusiastic
about the Evolve because it is superb and
an extremely good thing for the school. | feel
he will share my views on it entirely.

Q: Are you very sad about leaving and
would you stay if you could?

A: 1 am very sad about leaving because it
has become part of my life over the years
but I am 60 and I think that it is time to begin

A: | think that really | 6ve changed the cultur.
bef ore and people are | ess angry and more cari
studentso6 attitude to | earning so that they no:



Mrs Welsh Interview /

l'iving a sl ower 1|ife. I will find walking out
stay. | think that it is time for me to go and | have done my job to the best of my ability. It is

time to hand the school over and time for the

school to move on. r

Q: Will you visit the school in the future?

A I f | am invited. Wt cher
its not a good idea to come not invited.

Q: How do you think the parents are react-

ing to your leave?

A: To be honest | don¢ t hin
that they know what | have done with the

school, and | also think that they know that the

new head will do wonders as well. But anyway,

whatever people think tter
because the school i s r

like me it is about students like you.

Q: Do you think the think the school will

change after you leave?

A: Definitely because a school will always de-

velop and get better.

Q: I n the recent vote I ty,
which would you prefer?

A | didndét have a personal favourite because

that the whole point of it was so it was the students chose the charity.

Q: What was your favourite subject at school and why?

A: Geography, because my teacher was very good, | found it interesting. The one thing | en-
joyed the most about it was the fieldwork and how people have adapted to different ways of
life.

Q: How are you planning to spend your retirement?
A: | have a granddaughter in Denmark so | will visit her regularly and play more golf and |
would like to still do some part time teaching.

Q: Have you got any hobbies?
A: | like playing golf, walking up hills and read-

ing.

Once again we wish Mrs Welsh the best of
luck in her retirement.

Interviewed By Daniel Wright & Hope Laverty



The George Stephenson Factor

This eagerly awaited competition provoked almost 200 auditions from all years of the school; no

one was missed by the George Stephenson Factor
of Usdé competition, the staff and students wer ¢
fantastic comedic acts ( which whether intentional or not were enjoyed both the same).

Judges StevenBurns (A-l evel student) and Mr Potts (George
were joined this year by Miss Palmer (drama teacher and stage presence expert) to judge the
performers and give their marks out of 5. Scott Ampleford (Year 12) was back to introduce the

acts and comment with a pleasant mix of comedy and music know-how.

Rebecca Ampleford (Year 9) kicked off the show with a fantastic rendition of the Rhianna song

0Take a Bowd. The judges were impressed by her
performance prompting a fantastic score of 11 marks from the judges although the crowd were
obviously unhappy with Mr Pottsdé | ow marking.

More fantastic acts followed but standing out with his interesting song choice was Luke Blacklock

(Year 7). The difficult Anastasia song OLeft Ol
Dodger of | ast Christmasdé school pl ay but it w:
emoti on. However Mr Potts branded it fApoor o but
holding up their 6Shut Up Pottsydéd signs in res|
Ot her standout performances included Taylor Jat
with O0Breakawayod, Rachel Hind with &édYell owd anct

The winning student act came from Sam Monahan



The George Stephenson Factor

sang it fantastically, hitting even the high notes in this massive song. It received a standing
ovation from the judges and the highest score ¢
vote from Steven Burns. Even Mr Potts was claiming credit for the fantastic performance:

ASam i f you remember | ast week when you asKk:é¢
sing that. And what you should wear; and | told you to wear that. And how you should do

your hair; and | said you should do it like that. And you sang the song, but the rest of it

was down to me. O

High praise indeed! The audience loved it too and in the secret vote in the interval voted Sam
their favourite act.

Then the show took a sinister turn as the staff acts graced the stage. First up Miss Milton and

Miss Corkey of the science department became BAAB for the evening with their performance of
0S0OS6. I n matching shiny catsuits complete witt
classic with the crowd on their side however the judges were less than complimentary of the

AStar Treko style outfits and AWizard of Oz mur

Scott Ampleford perfect
you this one wild/| it
super shiny ruffled shi
boomed across a slightly shelks hoc ked au

e

ience alth gh Mr Mogi

|l oved by the crowd. Even a microphone mal functi



10 The George Stephenson Factor

continued regardless. A great act not easily forgotten but probably for all the wrong reasons as
the judges described it as fAabsolutely terrifyi

More staff acts followed with Sheila the Cleaner, complete with feather-boa, charming the crowd

with her performance of &éBig Spenderd and Bl onoda
performance of the night punctuated with bursts of Blondie-inspired freestyle dance. Top dance

award undoubted went to this group with Mrs Patrick dancing everyone else off the stage and

Mi ss Rigbyés robot i mpression making the act.

Girls are Loud, the English departmentdéds answer
of the chart topping song 6The Promi sed wsityteh Mi
dance moves were well choreographed and the singing was bang on, although at times difficult

to hear as the support for this act was massive.

So after the text vote there was only one vote between the two top acts and the night finished
with a tense final with Girls are Loud finishing in second place to an ecstatic Blondiesque who
took the top spot.

The sheer talent of all the acts made tonight a pleasure to watch and a really enjoyable evening.
These singing competitions get better year on Yy

Thanks go to all the acts, Adam Roff and Mr Ingham for the sound and lighting, the judges and
host and Mr Kain for organising the show.
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For more information and exclusive video clips of the show visit the North Tyneside Learning
Portal.

Written By Alice Rutherford



Tiny Lives Charity Campaign

Continuing on from the last update the school has kept up the
fundraising spirit. The total now stands at £9,809.69, up from
£7,358.00 in March. This is due to another round of creative
events across the whole school.

3 A
b\ “ L' v The first major event since the last update was the fourth charity
e; day. This time the theme was PJs and Football Tops. Strips
\7 ranged from the large international clubs to lesser known local
teams to clubs from across the globe. £650 was raised on the
day and the total for the event eventually reached £742.22. This

number is slightly lower than normal due to the busy exams period but still represented a
fantastic amount raised.

A staff sweepstake was taken on the Grand National.
This raised a further £70 and the winners were Irene
and Miss Gardner.

Due to the closure of the football season, a host of
competitions came to an end. The Champions League
Competition had a prize fund of over £100 by the end of
the season. Mick Connolly, a teacher from Excelsior
Academy won in the final round, taking home the prize
money. A similar Championship Competition will be
running next year.

The Home and Away Game also finished at the end of the season. The game had over 270
entrants and came down to a single point. The eventual winner was Charlotte Clements in Year
7, who won £50 worth of vouchers. Ryan Poynter walked away with £20 for coming in last place.
The FA Cup Sweepstake was won by Miss Stevenson and Gary Laws.

During the sixth form charity ball on the 9" May, a raffle was held with staff and sixth formers. Mr
Jarvie won an iPod and Miss Wolverson won a bottle of champagne, with cries of fix from the
sixth formers. All proceeds went to Tiny Lives.

A Diary game was also held as a new
event. 366 days were sold off to staff
and students and the winning day was
picked at random. The winner was Mr
Jarvie who won £90. Other winners
included Miss Renton, Reece Calvert
and Carl Davis.

The total now stand at £9,809.69,
meaning there is less than £200 left to
reach the target of £10,000. With
another charity day planned fo
of the year, it looks certain th
Lives will be presented v
cheque.

Anot her | arge evVe
donated to help

>
~w



only to raise money, as the event will result in either Mr
Houghton, Miss Tassiker, Mr Gibson or Mr Jarvie wearing the
speci al |l oserdés outfit at the

Thoughts have also turned to next
year 6s campaign. |t
charity survey to choose another charity
for the whole school to donate towards.
The finalists have been short listed and
the presentations on the remaining
options are being given to students.
VOting for next Yeair uo vitair 1 vy wi o« h
the final weeks.

// PercyHedley
Foundation

Disability « Achievement + Cholce

e et ———
e ————

Children's
Heart Unit
Fund




